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Conclusions

03.06.2021 Towards a sustainable use of biocides 2

• Inclusion of biocides in the Directive on Sustainable Use or a similar separate legislation is needed.

• Measures under the Directive need to be adapted to biocides.

• Benefits:

• Reduced environmental pollution and less effects on biodiversity

• Foster innovation in chemicals and non-chemicals sector

• Harmonisation of current national legislation on aspects of sustainable use between member 

states

• Several member states have already developed national legislation on single aspects that would be 
covered in legislation on sustainable use of biocides. Examples given in the next slides were mainly 
derived from the Technical Regulation Information System (TRIS) database of DG Growth.



National Action Plans
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• National Action Plans (NAP, article 4 of SUD) could be developed for biocides as well. Some member states include 
some biocidal uses in their NAPs already. Stakeholders needed to be involved in the development are very 
different to plant protection products. 

• These NAP would be a valuable tool to provide concrete support for users to make informed sustainable choices. 



Training
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• Comparable training (article 5 of SUD) requirements for professional users and distributors are necessary for 
biocides. Training subjects as specified in Annex I of SUD would need to be adapted to biocidal products types.



Requirements for sales
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• Requirements for sales (article 6 of SUD) including online sales are 
needed for biocides as well to

i. ensure that only persons allowed to use the products can buy them

ii.provide information to non-professional users of certain product types.

Training of distributors of those products is therefore necessary as well.



Information and awareness raising
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• Information and awareness-raising (article 7 of SUD) is already regulated in Article 17(5) of the BPR, however, SUD 
article also includes gathering information on pesticide acute poisoning incidents, as well as chronic poisoning 
developments. 



Equipment for the application of biocides
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• Inclusion of equipment for the application of biocides in Directive 2006/42/EC on machinery as already 
foreseen in the 3rd recital of Directive 2009/127/EC amending Directive 2006/42/EC with regard to machinery 
for pesticide application is needed to provide general requirements for the machinery.

• Inspection of equipment in use (article 8 of SUD) would be important for the application equipment of biocides 
as well.

• Regulation for machinery closely related or equal to equipment for the application of plant protection products 
can be easily transferred from existing regulation.

• Regulation should also include basic requirements (incl. efficacy) for non-chemical alternatives for the control 
of harmful organisms to establish a level playing field at comparative assessment under the BPR and for 
support IPM/Best Practice Codes.

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/dokument/liste-ss-18-infektionsschutzgesetz
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/topics/chemicals/biocides/sustainable-control-of-harmful-organisms-in-the
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/publikationen/nochero-guidance-for-the-evaluation-of-rodent-traps


Aerial spraying / Spray drift
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• Some biocides (insecticides) are applied via aerial spraying (article 9 of SUD) as well. 
The provisions from the SUD for plant protection products can be transferred.

• Information of persons exposed to spray drift (article 10 of SUD) might be relevant 
for example for large-scale insecticides applications.



Specific measures
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• Specific measures to protect the biodiversity and drinking water (articles 11 and 12 
of SUD) could also be applied to biocidal products used in the direct vicinity of or in 
vulnerable areas. The provisions would have to be adapted to the specific setting 
biocidal products are used in (e.g. nature protection sites).



Handling operations
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• Measures to avoid dangerous handling operations (article 13 of SUD), for example 
by limiting sizes of containers or packaging, can be relevant for biocides as well.

…



Integrated Pest Management
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• The goal of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) specified in article 14 of SUD is a 
complement to the “minimum necessary” specified in article 17 (5) of BPR. 

• However, IPM is elaborated in much more detail in annex III of the SUD and Regulation 
1107/2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market refers to 
these details in the requirements relating to the placing on the market and use of the 
plant protection product in its article 31.

• Similar detailed Best Practice Codes are needed for biocidal products as well. Product 
authorisation has shown that those Codes are very much needed and are an important 
support for users in daily-life to facilitate a proper use according to article 17(5) of BPR.

• Proper use of plant protection products (article 55 of Regulation 1107/2009) <> 

General principles of integrated pest management (Annex III of SUD)

• Proper use of biocides (article 17(5) of BPR) <> Best Practice Codes (missing)

• Putting more emphasis on adherence to proper use might foster innovation towards more 
sustainable substitutes.



Data / Exchange between member states
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• Inclusion of biocides in Regulation 1185/2009 concerning statistics on pesticides is an important basis for data 
collection, extension to biocides is already foreseen in its 5th recital.

• Harmonised risk indicators (article 15 of SUD) for biocides across the EU would be important to make data 
comparable.

• Exchange of information and best practice is crucial, also for biocides. The variety of uses is already very 
complex, synergies between member states should be used.



Next steps
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We call for the Commission to start the process towards EU-wide legislation on a 
sustainable use of biocides – either by including it in the Directive 2009/128/EC on a 
Sustainable Use of Pesticides or by a similar separate legislation.

Member States are invited to provide experience with national legislation and existing 
Best Practice Codes supporting a sustainable use of biocides, we are willing to start a 
request via the CA meeting.



Thank you for your attention!

Dr. Stefanie Wieck

Stefanie.Wieck@uba.de

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/topics/chemicals/
biocides/sustainable-control-of-harmful-organisms-in-the

www.biozid.info

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/topics/chemicals/biocides/sustainable-control-of-harmful-organisms-in-the
http://www.biozid.info/

