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Our members make wind energy work

Wind turbine manufacturers

Power utilities

Wind farm developers

Financial & legal services

Component manufacturers

Research institutes

Installation / logistics
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The life cycle of a wind turbine



Europe’s existing onshore wind farms 
are ageing



Most ageing wind farms are getting lifetime 
extension

Lifetime 
extension or "do 

nothing"
17,8 GW

Capacity under 
repowering

2,1 GW

Fully 
decommissioned

2,2 GW

22 GW approaching their economic End of Life* in 2019-2023

*Economic End of Life: an 
asset becoming 20 years old 14,000 blades in 2023



Existing regulatory incentives

Source: WindEurope
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Landfill ban



A cross-sector challenge (thousands of 

tonnes in 2025)

Source: ETIPWind



Technological solutions exist but…

Glass 
fibre

Carbon fibre

Source: Adapted from Bax & Company and ETIPWind

More info at: https://windeurope.org/wp-content/uploads/files/about-
wind/reports/WindEurope-Accelerating-wind-turbine-blade-circularity.pdf

https://windeurope.org/wp-content/uploads/files/about-wind/reports/WindEurope-Accelerating-wind-turbine-blade-circularity.pdf


EOLIS 2020 – The European premier conference to 
discuss end-of-life trends and practices 

18-20 November 2020

https://windeurope.org/eolis2020/
registration/

https://windeurope.org/eolis2020/
https://windeurope.org/eolis2020/registration/
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