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EU Soil Strategy

• Roadmap consultation: 4 weeks until 10/12/2020 

• Open public consultation: 12 weeks until 27/04/2021

• Adoption on 17/11/2021

• Communication: framework for protection, restoration and sustainable use of soils 

with long-term vision, objectives and actions. 

• Staff working document: knowledge base, history of the file, positions of institutions, 

summary of stakeholder consultations.

• Vision for healthy(*) soils by 2050

(*) in good physical, chemical and biological condition

• Actions for the Commission and Member States

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12634-Healthy-soils-new-EU-soil-strategy/feedback_en?p_id=13128893
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12634-Healthy-soils-new-EU-soil-strategy/public-consultation_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0699&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021SC0323&from=EN


• Call for evidence 16/02/2022 – 16/03/2022: 189 replies
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13350-Soil-health-protecting-sustainably-managing-and-restoring-EU-soils_en

• Public consultation open until 24 October 2022

• Several meetings with the EU expert group on soil protection

• Targetted consultations and stakeholder meetings 

• Preparation of the impact assessment

• Commission proposal: first half 2023

• Co-decision by the European Parliament and Council

Proposal for an EU Soil Health Law

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13350-Soil-health-protecting-sustainably-managing-and-restoring-EU-soils_en


Building blocks for Soil Health Law



• REACH restriction on intentionally added microplastics

➢ Discussion ongoing in REACH Committee

• Policy framework for biobased, biodegradable and 

compostable plastics

➢ Communication foreseen for 30 November 2022 (tbc)

• Impact assessment and possible legal proposal for 

unintentional releases of microplastics

➢ In principle first quarter of 2023

Other upstream policy developments



Horizon Europe Soil Mission

1. R&I 

program-

me

2. Living 

labs and 

light-

houses

3. Soil 

monitor-

ing

4. Soil 
literacy, 

communicati
on, citizen 

engagement

Co-implementation of 
mission by:
researchers, land 
managers, regions, 
businesses, policy 
makers, citizens and 
international partners

Knowledge, data, 
technologies and  
infrastructures to 
support practices 
and business 
models for soil 
health

A comprehensive 
network of real-
life sites for co-
creating, testing, 
demonstrating  and 
upscaling of 
solutions

Harmonization of 
soil health 
monitoring and 
reporting across 
Europe; contribution 
to European Soil 
Observatory 

Communication,  
training and 
advise targeted 
to different target 
groups; 
specialised “soil 
advisors” 

Activities under the four building 

blocks to address soil health and the 

drivers of soil health

ca. 300 M€ funding 

for 2021–2023



Thank you! Questions?
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