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SAICM HHP Capacity Building Activities

SAICM provides support for activities on Highly Hazardous Pesticides given it is
consider an Emerging Policy Issue (EPI)

1. Established Community of Practice (CoP) on HHPs in 2019, along with 3 others

2. One outcome, development of a HHP Factsheet for SAICM Focal Points to
support national work on HHPs



SAICM/UCT HHP Community of  Practice 
(CoP) 

❑ Established under a SAICM Global Environmental Facility

funded project: Global Best Practices on Emerging Chemical Policy

Issues under SAICM This CoP is part of SAICMs Knowledge

management component of the GEF project

Goal is to:

▪ Foster online discussions and multisectoral engagement

that will identify key issues related to HHPs

▪ Exchange best practices on how to address HHPs

▪ Contribute to the SAICM Beyond 2020 deliberations



SAICM/UCT HHP CoP Membership
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▪ Overall, the CoP has a membership of  326 stakeholders.



SAICM/UCT HHP CoP Discussions
▪ 8 successful discussions in 2020 and 2021

Table 2
2021 DISCUSSION SCHEDULE

Topic Presenter/s

Implementation mechanisms of the Global 
Action Plan on HHPs. Part 1 – The
targets of global action plan on HHPs and role 
of the stakeholders in the implementation
mechanism

Beatrice Grenier, FAO

2 The Role of Alternatives in Phasing out HHPs. Keith Tyrell, PAN UK
Sheila Willis, PAN UK

Francesca Mancini, FAO
Mark Davis, Independent consultant

1 Alternatives in Phasing Out HHPs: Industry 
innovations and the Substitution process

Andrew Ward, Croplife; Lilian 
Tornqvist, KEMI

3. Alternatives to HHPs – What are elements of 
success?

Mark Davis, independent consultant
Dr Ayanthi Karunarathne, Sri Lanka 
Health Department
Sivapragasam Annamalai, CABI
Suzanne Neave, CABI
Harold van der Valk, Falconsult

Table 1
2020 DISCUSSION SCHEDULE

Topic Presenter/s

Mapping the global landscape of HHP 
risk reduction work

Ivy Saunyama, FAO

Perspectives on addressing HHPs in 
the SAICM context

Brenda Koekkoek, SAICM

Examples and case studies on 
strategies for identifying HHPs from 
different perspectives

Richard Brown, WHO Christoph 
Neumann and Andy Ward, 
CROPLIFE
Keith Tyrell, PAN UK
Halshka Graczyk, ILO

Overview of the HHP Global Action 
Plan and way forward

Gu Baogen, FAO



SAICM/UCT HHP CoP 2022 Discussions
▪ Four discussions planned for 2022 (Table 3)

Table 3 

2022 DISCUSSION SCHEDULE
Date Topic Presenter/s
18th May, 14h00-15h30 (GMT 

+2)

The role and importance of national and 

regional HHP strategies

Mark Davis, Independent consultant

Fredrick Otieno, Centre for Environment 

Justice, and Development (CEJAD)

27th July, 10h00-11h30 (GMT 

+2)      AND

16h00-17h30 (GMT +2)

The role of national focal points in HHP 

management – HHP Factsheet

tbc

26th October, 14h00-15h30 

(GMT +2) 

Bringing farmers perspectives on HHPs  tbc

30th November, 10h00-11h30 

(GMT +2)

Rights-based approach to HHP 

management - Equity

Marcos Orellana (UN Special Rapporteur), 

Baskut Tuncak (former UN Special 

Rapporteur) and Carmen Bullon (FAO





To Join SAICM/UCT HHP CoP

https://saicmknowledge.org/community

https://saicmknowledge.org/community


Highly Hazardous Pesticides
Factsheet

What SAICM national focal points need to know and do about HHPs.



PROVIDES:

▪ HHP-related information for the
National Focal Points of the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals
Management (SAICM)

▪ Advice and suggestions on how to
involve all relevant stakeholders to
move towards a phase-out of HHPs and
to implement more sustainable
alternatives.

Purpose of  the factsheet

OUTLINES SAICM NATIONAL 
FOCAL POINTS KEY ROLE IN:

▪ Ensuring information about HHP’s reaches
all relevant stakeholders for effective and
informed decision-making to reduce risks.



Informing 
policy makers 
on nationally 

banned 
HHPs

Promoting 
national 

systems, such 
as poison 
centers

SAICM National Focal Points play a key role in reducing the health and environmental 

risks associated with HHPs by:

Sharing 
information 
FAO, UNEP 
and WHO 

related work on 
HHPs.

Promoting & 
supporting 

national 
stakeholder 

engagement on 
HHPs

Five Key Roles

Ensuring 
HHP 

information 
is disclosed 

to all 
relevant 

stakeholders



HHPs identification

✓ SAICM focal points can support 

countries identifying and 

assessing their registered 

pesticides in relation to the 2008 

FAO/WHO Joint Meeting on 

Pesticide Management (JMPM) 

criteria (Box 1). 

✓ A pesticide that meets at least 
one criterion is considered an 
HHP. 

✓ Box 1 lists these 8 criteria of  

which SAICM National Focal 

Points should be aware of  as a 

basis to take action.



What action should all national stakeholders take on HHPs?

▪ Due to the status of  HHPs as a SAICM 

issue of  concern, SAICM National Focal 

Points can assume a particular role in 

promoting stakeholder engagement on 

HHPs. 

▪ Each National Focal Point is encouraged to 

identify specific national players to take 

on different actions.

▪ Stakeholders and their potential actions 

for addressing HHPs are listed in Table 1.



Way forward

▪ Launch of  the factsheet with a special workshop/CoP discussion with SAICM 
National Focal Points later in 2022

▪ Further CoP discussions supporting the international, regional and national work on 
HHPs

▪ What other support is needed for SAICM National Focal Points work on 
HHPs?


