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Background

Peatland conservation in Europe is influenced by various EU
regulations and programmes in the field of environment, nature
conservation, agriculture, forestry and infrastructure. A comprehensive
analysis of respective effects is missing yet and measures seem to be
insufficient to guarantee an effective conservation of peatlands. In the
Eastern EU member states the proportion of undrained peatlands is
higher than in Central Europe. 35 % of Estonia’s and 16 % of Poland’s
peatlands are considered as undisturbed, in Germany less than 1 %.
With the accession of Estonia and Poland to the EU in 2004, the EU
legislative framework became applicable and was implemented into
national legislation which now impacts mires in various ways.

Project

The project documented positive and negative effects of the EU
legislation on the status of peatlands and organic soils in the EU, in
particular in relation to nature conservation and ecosystem services.
An integrative, in-depth analysis of the impact of the EU acquis
communautaire identified inherent legal problems. The environmental
and nature conservation law, the common agricultural policy (CAP),
impacts of climate legislation, structural, regional and rural
development policies were investigated. Conflicting goals, gaps in
legislation as well as lack of efficiency were identified and
recommendations for policy makers were derived.

One case study focused on the member state Poland which harbours
many fen peatlands; another one on Baltic raised bogs in Estonia which
are used for peat extraction in large scale. Based on them, exemplary
pictures of the impacts of EU regulations and funding mechanism on
peatlands were drawn. A publication presents the findings and
recommendations of this project for a better protection of peatlands in
the EU comprehensively.
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