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Background  

As an EU member state and a party to the Convention on Long-range Trans-

boundary Air Pollution, Bulgaria is obliged to improve air quality and to 

implement relevant EU and international requirements. A key challenge is 

the exceeding of air quality limit values, especially for particulate matter 

(PM10). The Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water (MoEW) there-

fore wants to advance the calculation of appropriate stack heights and the 

assessment of pollutant dispersion in Bulgaria by using the software 

BESTAL. 

 

Project details 

The project aims to provide expertise in BESTAL (BESMIN and BESMAX) 

and to support the assessment of regulatory requirements for its wide-

spread use in Bulgaria. With an English and Bulgarian version of the soft-

ware, relevant staff of MoEW, its Regional Inspectorates, the Executive En-

vironment Agency and the National Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology 

(NIMH) will be trained in the application of BESTAL, inter alia through a 

‘train-the-trainer’ approach. The training will convey the opportunities and 

limitations of the software and establish initial technical and personnel pre-

conditions for its implementation in Bulgaria. Because BESTAL was origi-

nally developed to operate within the regulatory and administrative frame-

work conditions of Germany, an exchange of experiences will be conducted 

with relevant experts from the competent Bulgarian ministries and the 

NIMH. This exchange will identify similarities and differences between the 

legal, institutional and administrative frameworks in Germany and Bul-

garia. Building on this knowledge and on the technical expertise from the 

BESTAL trainings, the project will explore options for advancing the meth-

odology currently applied in Bulgaria. The aim is to further develop this 

methodology through a Bulgaria-specific application of BESTAL and to es-

tablish it officially. 
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Thematic management:  

German Environment Agency (UBA) 

Frank Hoffmann 
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Project coordination: 

AAP Project service unit 

Katharina Lenz 

Tel.: +49-340-2103-2243 

katharina.lenz@uba.de  
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