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Division III

Division IV

Sustainable Production and Products, Waste Management

Chemical Safety
The two departments of Division IV are concerned with chemical substances and their effects on, and risks to, ecosystems
and human health. The Division plays an important role in the
enforcement of national and European environmental
law, for example in the field of industrial chemicals,
plant protection products, medicinal products, and
washing and cleansing agents. If a risk to human
health or the environment exists, it recommends
conditions of use, use restrictions or bans. The
Agency’s specialists also work to improve the scientific knowledge about chemicals and their risks.
Division IV oversees GSBL - the hazardous substances data pool - which not only provides the public
with data on over 140,000 substances but through
the hazardous substances rapid information system
also helps fire departments and the police to respond to accidents involving chemicals.

The Federal Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt, UBA) is
Germany’s central environmental authority. It was established
in Berlin in 1974 and has had its headquarters in Dessau since
May 2005. Apart from its Central Administration Division, UBA
has five divisions with a total of 14 departments. The Federal Environment Agency employs more than 1,400 people at 13 locations – its headquarters in Dessau, three sites in Berlin, one each
in Langen and Bad Elster as well as seven measuring stations of
its own air quality monitoring network. Almost 800 of its total
staff work in Dessau-Roßlau. In addition to ‘purely scientific
work’, the enforcement of environmental law – for example the
Chemicals Act or the Plant Protection Act - and providing information to the general public about environmental protection
issues are key areas of our daily work.
The Federal Environment Agency is a partner and point of contact in Germany for a number of international institutions, for
instance the World Health Organization (WHO) and the European Environment Agency.

Zingst

The forum (entrance hall) is open to visitors during the building’s
opening hours:
6:00 am to 10:00 pm
Mon to Fri
Sat
6:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sun/hols
8:30 am to 4:00 pm
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Berlin

Dessau-Roßlau

Umweltbundesamt

Schmücke
Bad Elster

Wörlitzer Platz 1 | D – 06844 Dessau-Roßlau
Postfach 1406 | D – 06813 Dessau-Roßlau
Phone: +49 (0) 340 – 21 03 0
www.umweltbundesamt.de

Langen

The visitors’ room (information material) and the library in the
forum are open:
Mon to Weds 9:00 am to 3:30 pm
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Thu
Fri
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Visitors who would like to learn more about the architectural
and ecological design of the new building and visit the atrium
can join a guided tour. For more information about this, ask at
our visitors centre or visit our website (www.uba.de).
Photo credits: Rüdiger Berghahn, Jan Bitter, Reinhard Görner, nora systems GmbH, Ludwig
Ries, Peter Renner, Karin Uhse | Text: Umweltbundesamt, PB, Z5

Schauinsland
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Who we are. What we do.

The Agency’s motto – ‘For Our Environment’ – applies to Division II in particular. The specialists in the four departments are
directly concerned with protecting water, soil, air and ecosystems. They deal with environmental health issues and develop
science-based quality objectives for protection of the environment and human health. Division II not only assesses environmental health risks to adults and children, but also develops
action programmes designed to reconcile environmental and
health protection requirements. As this issue has received growing public attention, the experts of Division II also publish
clearly worded information papers for the general public about
‘environment and health’ and provide advice to municipalities
and the Federal States on environmental health issues.

The task of Division I is to develop proposals for sustainable,
environmentally sound development in Germany and the European Union. The three departments – Sustainability Strategies
and Instruments, Climate Protection and Energy, and Transport
and Noise – devise strategies for achieving the environmental quality objectives suggested by the Federal Environment
Agency and found politically desirable. They also formulate
science-based recommendations for the improvement of environmental and climate protection instruments. Since climate
protection is one of the main challenges of our time, Division I is
devoted, in particular, to promoting the use of renewable energy sources, improving energy efficiency, and environmentally
friendly mobility. It also informs the public and political, scientific and economic decision-makers regularly about the state of
the environment.

Environmental Health and Protection of Ecosystems

Environmental Planning and Sustainability Strategies

Division II

Division I

The Federal Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt,
UBA) is Germany’s central environmental authority. It
was established in Berlin in 1974 and has had its headquarters in Dessau since May 2005. The Federal Environment Agency employs over 1,400 people at 13 sites.
In addition to ‘purely scientific work’, the enforcement
of environmental law – for example the Chemicals Act
or the Plant Protection Act – and providing information to the general public about environmental protection issues are key areas of our daily work.

The UBA

The work of Division III revolves around environment and
health protection in technology, production and consumption.
The two departments explore different ways of designing production processes and technologies in a way that imposes
minimum pressures on the environment and human
health while at the same time increasing the competitiveness of German companies and creating
jobs. The goal is to increase the acceptance and
sales of environmentally compatible and healthy
products. The services of Division III comprise,
for example, the “Blue Angel” eco-label as well
as working out solutions to specific problems
in different branches of industry. The Division is
also concerned with improving the safety of installations and with sustainable waste and waste water
management.

Westerland

About us

Division E

Central Division

German Emissions Trading Authority

Administration and Services

The European Union (UN) introduced emissions trading between companies at the beginning of 2005, with the goal of
reducing carbon dioxide emissions. The German Emissions Trading Authority (DESt), which was established in 2004, is equipped to make emissions trading ecologically and economically
successful. To this end, it ensures the ecological integrity of the
instrument, competition neutrality and low transaction costs.
In addition to central management functions for emissions trading in Germany, DESt offers a reliable service to businesses participating in the European emissions trading system. It checks
the requests for allocation of emission allowances and issues
these to plant operators on an annual basis. It also reviews the
annual reports on the installations’ actual emissions, operates
the national emissions registry and is responsible for national
and international reporting on emissions trading.

The Federal Environment Agency wants to enable its
employees to reconcile work and family life. To that end,
it uses a range of instruments such as part-time work, flexible working hours, or establishing parent-child rooms.
In order to promote environmentally oriented operation, it has its sites certified to the standards of the European eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS).

The Central Division seeks to provide all staff of the Federal Environment Agency with a well-functioning, pleasant environment for their specialist work. Its services include traditional
administrative tasks such as human resources management
and development, financial management and accounting, optimisation and organisation of internal processes, procurement,
administration of the Agency’s six large sites and its air quality
monitoring stations, research and third-party project administration, IT and communications technology, legal advice, and
the environmental library. In addition, the Central Division
supports necessary activities to modernise the Agency, aimed
at keeping it fit for purpose in scientific competition and in the
enforcement of environmental legislation. The Division also
takes environmental and health protection requirements into
account in its decisions, such as in eco-friendly procurement of
paper and PCs (Green IT) or in the construction and operation of
Agency buildings.

www.umweltbundesamt.de

For People and the Environment

Our Sites
Dessau, Berlin-Grunewald,
Berlin-Marienfelde, Berlin Dahlem,
Bad Elster, Langen, our air
quality monitoring stations

