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Joint press release of WBGU, UBA and SRU 

The prospects for Doha – we must use the time 
available up to 2020  
The German Federal Government's climate advisors say the EU 
should target 30-percent-lower emissions by 2020  

Global greenhouse-gas emissions from fossil fuels have reached new record levels, yet 
there will be no new, globally binding climate-protection agreement for all states before 
2020. The challenge now, therefore, is to launch other initiatives to achieve further 
reductions in greenhouse gases before 2020 – but to be much more ambitious than we 
have been up to now. To this purpose, groundbreaking alliances should be formed quickly 
between pioneering states. This is where EU comes in. If it increased its 2020 emissions-
reduction target to 30 percent, this would send an important signal to the nations of the 
world. Technically and economically this could easily be achieved, because the 20 percent 
reduction targeted for 2020 up to now has already almost been reached. Speaking at a 
joint press conference in the run-up to the 18th Conference of the Parties to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change in Doha, Qatar, high-ranking representatives of 
the WBGU, the UBA and the SRU said that raising the reduction target was therefore 
overdue. Germany must support and encourage the 30 percent figure so that Europe 
could maintain its pioneering role in climate protection. 
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If the current trend of rising emissions of greenhouse gases – especially carbon dioxide – is not 
broken, the world could be heading for a global warming of four degrees this century. This is 
shown by the newly published World Bank report. Heat waves, crop failures and sea level rise 
would be the result. This makes a clear roadmap for international climate protection all the more 
necessary. Such a roadmap can now be decided at the UN Climate Change Conference in Doha. 
The world's public should take the national leaders at their word who agreed a new climate-
protection treaty after 2020 in Durban last year. If such a treaty is to be decided and successfully 
implemented, a detailed plan is needed for the negotiations on a new global treaty by 2015. The 
Kyoto Protocol remains the only binding agreement up to 2020. Its second commitment period 
must be established with high standards. Clear reduction targets are important for this. This is 
the only way to prevent a regulatory vacuum. This is a real threat, because global greenhouse-
gas reduction will not be continued in all states on a contractual basis under international law 
until 2020 at the earliest. Another important issue in Doha will be to flesh out the financial 
commitments of the industrialised countries for the period up to 2020 in order to support climate 
protection and adaptation in developing countries.  
 
Dirk Messner, Vice-Chair, German Advisory Council on Global Change (Wissenschaftlicher Beirat 
der Bundesregierung Globale Umweltveränderungen – WBGU), emphasises: "However, it is also 
important that the nations in Doha agree on a master plan for the coming negotiations on a new 
climate treaty, which from 2020 will then oblige all states – not only the industrialised countries – 
to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions. This step sounds unspectacular, but it is the basis for the 
purposeful work that we now need. Time is short, because we must set the course for much 
greater greenhouse gas reductions now, otherwise it will cost us all the more later. It is not only 
a matter of new technologies and renewable energy sources; it is about the transformation of 
entire societies and their infrastructures. The more serious the future climate changes turn out 
to be, the more expensive adjustment measures will become. It is not enough for politicians to 
set themselves targets. They must now also tackle implementation."  
 
Jochen Flasbarth, President of the Federal Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt – UBA) says: 
"The EU's role is of great importance to the future negotiations. The previous target of reducing 
greenhouse gases by 20 percent by 2020 is not ambitious enough which  is also recognised 
worldwide. The EU therefore needs a new, more suitable target, e.g. a 30 percent reduction in 
greenhouse gases. This would again send out the scarcity signal that is much needed, also for 
emissions trading. Germany has started along the road to a low-carbon economy by transforming 
its energy system (Energiewende). We can contribute our practical experience with the 
Energiewende to the climate negotiations and demonstrate that a shift to a low-carbon economy 
is both possible and promising."  
 
Martin Faulstich, Chair of the Advisory Council on the Environment (Sachverständigenrat für 
Umweltfragen – SRU): "In a finite world, the climate-damaging industrial society must be 
transformed into a sustainable industrial society anyway. If Germany now courageously and 
ambitiously develops and implements innovative climate-protection solutions, this will generate 
significant industrial-policy opportunities for our export-oriented economy. Technologies and 
services for resource and energy efficiency and a renewable energy supply are needed all over 
the world. In this way Germany, as a pioneer, can consolidate its leading position on the world 
markets and simultaneously create numerous sustainable jobs." 
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German Advisory Council on Global Change (Wissenschaftlicher Beirat der Bundesregierung 
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Dr. Benno Pilardeaux, Head of Media and Public Relations, Luisenstrasse 46, 10117 Berlin, tel.: 030 
263948 0, fax: 030 263948 50, bpilardeaux@wbgu.de, 
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Advisory Council on the Environment (Sachverständigenrat für Umweltfragen, SRU): Dr. Christian 
Hey, Luisenstrasse 46, 10117 Berlin, tel.: 030 26 36 96 110, christian.hey@umweltrat.de, 
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Berlin/Dessau-Rosslau (Germany), 23.11.2012 
 

mailto:martin.ittershagen@uba.de�
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/�
mailto:bpilardeaux@wbgu.de�
http://www.wbgu.de/�
mailto:christian.hey@umweltrat.de�
http://www.umweltrat.de/�

	Joint press release of WBGU, UBA and SRU
	The prospects for Doha – we must use the time available up to 2020
	The German Federal Government's climate advisors say the EU should target 30-percent-lower emissions by 2020
	Global greenhouse-gas emissions from fossil fuels have reached new record levels, yet there will be no new, globally binding climate-protection agreement for all states before 2020. The challenge now, therefore, is to launch other initiatives to achie...
	Contact persons for the media




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize false

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages false

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages false

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages false

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages false

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages false

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages false

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

    /DEU <>

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



