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„Beyond compliance“: 
Communication along the 
supply chain



Looking at the developments on  
European level…
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“Scaling up the circular economy from 
frontrunners to the mainstream 
economic players“

“Enhancing circularity in a toxic-free 
environment, avoid toxic cycles”



Looking at the developments on  
European level…
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“ensure availability of information on 
chemical content and safe use, by 
introducing information requirements“

“tracking the presence of substances of 
concern through the life cycle of 
materials and products”

→ Introduction of a Digital Product Passport 

→ Widening the scope of the Eco-Design Framework



Looking at the developments on  
European level…
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➢Transparency as a foundation 
for the transformation towards 
a "zero pollution" circular economy 



EU Policy context…REACH
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Source: AskREACH Project Proposal in 2016



Challenge

Substances in articles lack of transparency
… in a dynamic regulatory environment



Supply Chain Communication status quo

• Restricted Substance List (RSL) and Manufacturing Restricted Substance Lists 
(MRSL) most common practice

• Suppliers provide general statements of conformity against the (M)RSL rather 
than information on actual substances

Problem:

• Data quality and reliability, information provided in compliance declarations is too 
scarce to check even plausibility 

• Declarations report to product properties upon the date of delivery, refer to the 
substances listed on (M)RSL/SVHC list by this date
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Supplier impediments

• lack the data they should supply themselves 

• are not aware of (all) legal obligations on Substances in Articles 

• lack resources to collect data and provide it 

• hesitate to provide information because they perceive it confidential

➢ Request overload: Apart from few available sector standards, companies tend to 
create their own (M)RSLs, thus contributing to the proliferation of SiA requests to 
suppliers
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Supply Chain Action Goals

• Support proactive communication on 
SVHCs in articles

• Practical test of „state-of-the-art“ IT-tool 
by iPoint
(free of charge access for pilot companies
and suppliers for testing until Aug. 2022)

• Feasibility studies of the Full Material 
Declaration approach in different supply 
chain contexts
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Benchmarking of tools and industry needs

Material Data 
System (MDS)

„Full“ Material 
Declaration

(FMD)

Interoperability
& Security

Governance

• Database: Suppliers
report (all)
substances in 
materials and (part-) 
articles

• Bill of Materials 
(BOM) 
(Structure tree)

• Full declaration →
„beyond compliance“

• Restricted Substance
List (RSL; REACH, 
RoHS…)

• FMD – 10% „Joker“

• Interoperability (e.g. 
IPC 175x, IEC 62474)

• Access control

• Data protection and
integrity

• „Steering Committee“

• Contractual
obligations

• Trust
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From reporting of SVHCs to …
traceability of substances in articles



AskREACH Supply Chain Tool 
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Supply chain tool – Beyond Compliance
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Supply chain tool – Beyond Compliance



Why Traceability of SiA?

• Support Compliance today – and tomorrow
…also with a view to circular economy (avoid „toxic material cycles“)

• More effective and efficient (risk) management: Suppliers and processes

• Data source for product design 

• Foundation for credible transparency for consumer

• …all can contribute to: New business models

15



Interested „pilots“ are welcome

• Free of charge access for pilot companies and suppliers for
testing until Aug. 2022
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Information, Flyer, Supply Chain Communication Tool Video-Tutorials (English): 
https://www.askreach.eu/supply-chain-tool/

Email: askreach@sofia-research.com

https://www.askreach.eu/supply-chain-tool/
mailto:askreach@sofia-research.com

