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1 The task 
The task of the Öko-Institut consisted in creating an overview of the regulations currently in 
force at Länder level concerning the promotion of green public procurement. The 
investigation focused on legally binding targets (at the level of both laws and directives and 
of internal administrative regulations) which contribute to the green public procurement of 
goods and services. Of interest were also projects and initiatives viewed by the Länder 
governments as essential components of a policy of green public procurement. This 
investigation does not, however, attempt to present individual procurement procedures or 
existing framework agreements etc. Instead, it is restricted in scope to those measures 
which, due to their regulatory character, contribute to the consolidation of a practice of green 
public procurement.  
Of particular interest to the investigation was, moreover, the question of whether the Länder 
have in the intervening period heeded the call of the Federal government to implement state 
legislation comparable to the general administrative regulations of the Federal government 
on the procurement of engery-efficient products and services (Allgemeine 
Verwaltungsvorschrift der Bundesregierung zur Beschaffung energieefficienter Produkte und 
Dienstleistungen), promulgated on 17 January 2008, or the joint instruction on the 
procurement of wood products (Erlass zur Beschaffung von Holzprodukten) of 17 January 
2007. 
The aim of the investigation was not, however, to subject the regulations of the individual 
Länder to legal scrutiny or to undertake a comparative evaluation of the current legal 
situation in the Länder. The intention was rather to use the overview to make a contribution 
to the description of the status quo in green public procurement in Germany and, where 
applicable, to identify examples of best practice. 

2 Procedure 

The first step, taken at the start of 2010, was to conduct desktop research in order to arrive 
at an initial overview of the publicly accessible regulations. The research into the regulations 
and instruments for the promotion of green public procurement at Länder level was largely 
carried out on the Internet (keyword search and targeted search on the relevant sites of the 
state administrations). To supplement this approach, a method of random telephone 
sampling was used to check information or to obtain further helpful indications. After May 
2010 the overview was sent to the competent Länder authorities along with the request that 
they should check and, where necessary, supplement the material. Discussions were then 
held by telephone for the purpose of clarification of open points in the information which had 
consequently been passed on. The questions asked concerned not only existing regulations 
but also any new regulations planned for the near future: this was done in order to ensure 
that any foreseeable further developments were taken into account in the overview. 

The results are for ease of overview presented in tabular form in the annex. In chapter 3, the 
most important regulations of the individual Länder are briefly presented and elucidated.  
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If there is no subsequent description of the content of individual regulations contained in the 
table, this is because these have not been published and are consequently not available to 
the compilers. 

 

3 Overview of the content of statutory regulations in the individual 
Länder 
The overview of the content needs to be preceded by a basic consideration of the legislative 
powers of the Länder in terms of the laws governing public procurement and the legal nature 
of the various different types of statutory regulation used by the Länder (laws, statutory 
ordinances, administrative regulations, recommendations etc).  
Public procurement law is subsumed under economic law, over which, pursuant to article 74 
(1) (11) of the Basic Law of Germany, the federal government has competing legislative 
powers. Principally in the form of the Act against Restraints on Competition (Gesetz gegen 
Wettbewerbsbeschränkungen – GWB)1, the federal government has also made use of its 
legislative powers2, for the area outside its jurisdiction. It must, however, be said that the 
Länder also enjoy legislative room for manoeuvre in the sector, as paragraph 97 (4) (3) 
GWB3

In the following sections of the investigation, the laws, ordinances and administrative 
regulations of the Länder in the field of green public procurement are listed. Distinctions may 
be made between these forms of legal provision as follows: 

 permits them to deviate from the suitability criteria specific to public procurement 
orders. Open to them is, in other words, a classic exemption clause in respect of 
supplementary statutory regulations enacted at Länder level. Thanks to this exemption 
clause, the barrier presented by federal legislation is removed and the legislative powers of 
the Länder are preserved to the extent permitted by the statutory federal exemption clause. 
According to this, the Länder retain the option of defining specifications for green public 
procurement in particular product groups. 

• Laws are general and abstract regulations, i.e. measures enacted by the legislature 
in the context of a parliamentary procedure with the aim of bringing about certain 
legal consequences in an indeterminate number of individual cases. They establish 
legally binding rights and obligations for the state authorities, e.g. the procurement 
authorities, and for the citizens, e.g. the bidders in the tendering procedure. 

                                                
 
1  Gesetz gegen Wettbewerbsbeschränkungen in the version published on 15 July 2005 (Federal Law Ga-

zette I p.2114; 2009 I p. 3850), recently amended by article 13 paragraph 21 of the act of 25 May 2009 
(Federal Law Gazette [BGBl.] I p. 1102). 

2    Cf. § 100 (1) GWB. Budget law, itself governed by the budget codes of the Federal government and the 
Länder, is used to define public contracts below the threshold values. 

3    § 97 (4) (2) and (3) GWB states the following: “Additional demands which particularly concern social, envi-
ronmental or innovation factors may be made of contractors for the execution of contracts, if these factors 
have an objective connection with the object of the commission and result from the tender specifications. 
Other or further requirements may be made of contractors only if provision is made for this in federal or 
state law.” 
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• Statutory ordinances are legal standards which are generally enacted by a 
government or administrative authority and not, unlike a law, in the context of a 
parliamentary procedure. These also serve to establish rights and obligations with 
respect to the citizen. An ordinance (also referred to as a “statutory ordinance”) is 
subordinate to a law in the hierarchy of standards and always requires that the 
superordinate law contain a power to issue statutory instruments. 

• Administrative regulations are directives within an administrative body which are 
handed down by a superordinate administrative authority to subordinate 
administrative bodies in order, for example, to guarantee uniformity of application of 
the law by authorities in the public procurement procedure. It follows that such 
regulations are in the first instance only binding in the context of the administration's 
own internal regulations which, due to their lack of external effect, do not represent 
legal standards with a direct effect on the citizen (e.g. a bidder in the public 
procurement procedure). As administrative regulations frequently also impose 
interpretations of the standards, they may, however, in specific individual cases give 
rise to external effects in the manner of execution of a concrete administrative 
decision or the rejection of a proposed administrative act, e.g. in the event of the 
rejection or acceptance of a bid. Administrative regulations are not always designated 
as such and are sometimes also referred to as orders, service instructions, 
instructions4

 
, directives or decrees. 

We now turn to the overview of the regulations in the German Länder in the field of green 
public procurement. 

3.1 Baden-Württemberg 

Pursuant to § 2 (2) of the State Waste Management Act (Landesabfallgesetz – LabfG)5

“1. made out of waste products, 

 of 
the state of Baden-Württemberg, in the procurement of work material, consumer goods and 
commodities, and in construction projects and other commissions, preferential consideration 
should be given to products which are: 

2. manufactured using production procedures which make sparing use of resources or 
generate little waste, 
3. manufactured using renewable raw materials, 
4. characterised by a particularly long lifespan, ease of repair and reusability, 
5. in comparison to other products, result in lower levels of waste or waste which contains 
fewer harmful substances or 

                                                
 
4    E.g. an instruction was used to introduce the 2008 procurement manual of the Bund für den Hochbau und 

für den Straßen- und Brückenbau (Association of structural engineering and road and bridge building). 
5    Gesetz zur Neuordnung des Abfallrechts für Baden-Württemberg (Landesabfallgesetz - LAbfG) of 14 

October 2008 (GBl. [law gazette] No. 14, p. 370) most recently amended by article 4 of the act of 17 De-
cember 2009 (GBl. No. 23, p. 802), which came into force on 24 December 2009. 
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6. particularly suited to proper and harmless recycling or disposal compatible with the 
common good.” 
This guideline is tempered by the caveat that the products must be “suitable for the 
envisaged purpose, that no unreasonable additional costs arise and that no infringement of 
other statutory regulations is involved.” The state regulation corresponds in its essential 
points with the regulation contained in § 37 (1) of the Closed Substance Cycle and Waste 
Management Act (KrW-/AbfG)6. It must, however, be said that the federal regulation set out 
in the KrW-/AbfG is conceived as a due diligence obligation only7

Baden-Württemberg has in place a “state government administrative regulation on 
procurement in the state administration” or procurement directive (Beschaffungsanordnung 
– BAO). In Point 6 of this administrative regulation, provisions are set forth according to 
which environmental protection is deemed to be the generally binding basis for procurement 
and the award of contracts for public works. The regulation states that  

, in contrast to the guideline 
enshrined in the law of the state. 

“of those products or services on the market and suitable for the intended purpose, 
preferential treatment is to be given to whose manufacture, use and/or disposal cause the 
least environmental pollution.” 
Explicit reference is made to the fact that the higher price which may under certain 
circumstances be charged for the procurement does not present an obstacle as long as the 
object of procurement can in general be seen to be “economically viable”. Benefits for the 
common good, which cannot be assigned an exact monetary value, must where applicable 
also be taken into account. 
The BAO furthermore sets up a presumption rule that the obligations of public bodies set 
forth in the Waste Management Act in respect of procurement are deemed to have been 
fulfilled if products are marked with recognised environment labels such as the Blue Angel 
(“Blauer Engel”) or the Eco-label of the European Union. It is finally decreed that, in the case 
of restricted invitations to tender or single tendering procedures, suitable enterprises which 
have provided proof of certification in accordance with EMAS or, alternatively, ISO 14001 or 
another environmental management system should also be invited to submit tenders. 
To sum up, the BAO essentially means that the contracting authorities are under obligation in 
the selection of the procurement object to carry out market research, the intention of which is 
to determine which solution represents the most environmentally-friendly variant and to take 
                                                
 
6    Gesetz zur Förderung der Kreislaufwirtschaft und Sicherung der umweltverträglichen Beseitigung von 

Abfällen (Kreislaufwirtschafts- und Abfallgesetz – KrW-/AbfG) of September 27 1994 (BGBl. I, p. 2705), 
most recently amended by Article 3 of the Act of 11 August 2009 (BGBl. No. 53, p.2723), which came into 
force on 1 March 2010. 

7     § 37 (1) KrW-/AbfG states the following (translator’s version): “Official bodies of the federal government 
and other legal persons under public law, special funds and other entities under the control of  the federal 
government are obliged to contribute through their conduct to the fulfilment of the objectives of § 1. They 
are under particular obligation, taking into consideration §§ 4 and 5, to establish whether and to what ex-
tent products can be used in work processes, the procurement or use of material or commodities, in con-
struction projects and other commissions which demonstrate outstanding properties of durability, ease of 
repair and reusability or recyclability, lead in comparison to other products to smaller amounts of waste or 
waste with a lower content of harmful substances or have been manufactured using recycled materials." 
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this into account accordingly in the design of the invitation to tender and the evaluation 
procedure. In this way the BAO sets contracting authorities the mandatory objective of 
selecting the most environmentally-friendly solution within the framework of budgetary 
constraints, whilst at the same time allowing the respective contracting authorities to choose 
their own manner of fulfilling it. 
Baden-Württemberg was the first state in Germany to adopt the joint instruction on the 
procurement of wood products developed by the federal government in the management at 
state level of property and construction. Construction work undertaken in the state makes 
exclusive use of wood products from verifiably legal and sustainable forestry sources8

3.2 Bavaria 

. 

Art. 2 (2) (1)9

Furthermore there exist additional “directives on the consideration of environmental 
perspectives in the award of public contracts” in the form of the environmental policy on 
public procurement (Umweltrichtlinien Öffentliches Auftragswesen). These administrative 
regulations are primarily aimed at the contracting authorities within the state administration. 
Pursuant to section 7, these also apply to local authorities and all legal persons under public 
law. 

 of the Bavarian waste management act (Bayerisches 
Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz) likewise contains a regulation which corresponds to the Federal 
government’s Closed Substance Cycle and Waste Management Act. The reader is in this 
respect referred to the details given in section 3.1. 

This policy comes in the form of a public notice issued by the Bavarian state government 
which contains general guidelines that are in part mandatory for the individual phases of the 
tendering process. Concerning the especially relevant phase of needs analysis and 
procurement object selection, the policy states that initial steps must be taken to determine 
which green and energy-efficient solutions are being offered. Such solutions are not to be 
given preferential treatment. It is however expressly stipulated that, in the event of the 
selection of an environmentally-sound solution, any additional financial burden and reduction 
in usability are to be accepted on condition that these do not exceed reasonable limits. This 
is however strictly limited to “environmentally significant public contracts”. Winter road 
maintenance and the commercial cleaning of buildings are given as examples. There is 
therefore significant room for interpretation concerning the classification of a contract as 
“environmentally significant”.  

                                                
 
8    Cf. Landtag von Baden-Württemberg Drucksache 14 / 2012 of 20. 11. 2007, to be found at: 

http://www.landtag-bw.de/WP14/Drucksachen/2000/14_2012_d.pdf . 
9   Gesetz zur Vermeidung, Verwertung und sonstigen Entsorgung von Abfällen in Bayern (Bayerisches Abfallwirt  
schaftsgesetz – BayAbfG), in the version of the public notice of 9 August 1996 (GVBl. [Law and Ordinance Ga-
zette] p. 396, ber. p. 449,  BayRS 2129-2-1-UG), most recently amended by the act of 24 March 2010 (GVBl. 
p.134). 
 

http://www.landtag-bw.de/WP14/Drucksachen/2000/14_2012_d.pdf�
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Further explanations are largely restricted to recommendatory elucidations concerning points 
to be taken into consideration in invitations to tender for a environmentally-sound solution in 
the framework of the tender specifications, in respect of the admission of alternative tenders, 
concerning suitability criteria and tender evaluation or, as the case may be, which procedure 
may be adopted. 
As far as wood products are concerned, the policy stipulates that these must “verifiably 
originate from legal and sustainable forestry activities”, in which case verification must be 
supplied by the bidder in the form of a certificate issued by PEFC, FSC or a comparable 
certificate or other specific evidence relating to individual products. 
To sum up, with the exception of the stipulations on the procurement of wood products from 
sustainable forestry activities, the policy does not contain any directives to enforce the 
procurement of environmentally-sound products and services. Its significance, however, lies 
in the fact that it points out to procurers in a transparent and compact form the options for 
green public procurement.  

3.3 Berlin 

§ 23 of the Closed Substance Cycle and Waste Management Act of the State of Berlin 
(Berliner Kreislaufwirtschafts- und Abfallgesetz – KrW-/AbfG Bln10

The hitherto valid provisions contained in the regulations governing the implementation of 
green public procurement and tendering in accordance with the official contracting terms for 
the award of service performance contracts (VOL/A)  have now been superseded by the 
regulations contained in the tendering and public procurement act of the state of Berlin 
(Berliner Ausschreibungs- und Vergabegesetz) enacted on 23.7.2010.  

) likewise contains a 
regulation which corresponds to the closed cycle legislation enacted by the Federal 
government. The reader is in this respect referred to the details given in section 3.1. 

Pursuant to § 7 (1) of the tendering and public procurement act, all contracting authorities are 
under obligation to “ensure that, in the context of supplier, construction and service contracts, 
negative impacts on the environment as a consequence of the production, use and disposal 
of goods and the execution of services are, where possible, avoided”.   
The act thus makes it clear that this also includes the right and the obligation in respect of 
needs analysis, tender specifications and the award of contracts to establish and give 
appropriate consideration to the corresponding requirements and to set out supplementary 
obligations in respect of the execution of the contract. The centrepiece of the regulation is the 
enabling provision for the enactment of binding administrative regulations by means of which 
such requirements can be made concrete by the Senate.  The enactment by the state of 
Berlin of the public procurement act has given the Senate administration responsible for 
environmental affairs the authority to enact binding administrative regulations with 
                                                
 
10   Kreislaufwirtschafts- und Abfallgesetz Berlin Gesetz zur Förderung der Kreislaufwirtschaft und Sicherung 

der umweltverträglichen Beseitigung von Abfällen in Berlin (KrW-/AbfG Bln) of 21 July 1999 (GVBl. p. 
413), most recently amended by the “Drittes Gesetz zur Rechtsvereinfachung und Entbürokratisierung“ 
(third act on the simplification of the law and the reduction of bureacracy) on 11 July 2006 (GVBl. p. 819 of 
21.7.2006). 
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corresponding (minimum) environmental criteria for relevant products and services for all 
public institutions of the State of Berlin. The intention is also to use administrative regulations 
to determine how the complete life cycle costs of a product or service are to be ascertained. 
In the assessment of economic viability of tenders as per § 97 (5) GWB, the complete life 
cycle costs of the product or service are also to be taken into account.  
This will in future allow the Senate administration to set binding specifications for all 
contracting entities in the state of Berlin in respect of the environment-related demands to be 
made of the procurement of particular products or services.  This act has paved a way to the 
setting of mandatory and detailed specifications for an exact catalogue of products and 
services which is being rigorously followed, and the process of continuous updating and/or 
expansion is being consolidated. Corresponding administrative regulations are to be updated 
at least every five years. 
A “general administrative regulation for the application of environmental protection 
requirements in the procurement of supplier, construction and other services 
(Verwaltungsvorschrift Beschaffung und Umwelt – VwVBU)”, which comes with a 
comprehensive set of annexes (performance sheets for products and services as well as 
elucidations concerning the calculation of life cycle costs for electrically-operated equipment) 
is currently in force. Environment-related requirements with permanent effect have been 
drafted for the corresponding specifications for tenders in the context of the procurement of 
selected office materials, IT equipment, electrical devices, road vehicles, cleaning contracts 
and building planning services.  
The draft administrative regulation will in the next few weeks be presented for notification 
purposes to the EU Commission prior to adoption by the Senate. The administrative 
regulation is to come into effect in 2011. 
For the construction field (construction and civil engineering), furthermore, there is the 
circular of the Senate Department for Urban Development (SenStadt VI A Nr. 14 / 2004) 
concerning the prohibition and limitation of the use of construction materials. This 
body of rules prohibits the use of components made of tropical wood in public and publicly 
subsidised construction schemes, unless the tropical wood or wood product in question is 
certified pursuant to Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) standards or others of equal 
standing.  
The “environmental standards for the procurement of vehicles through leasing and purchase” 
circular (“Umweltstandards für die Beschaffung von Fahrzeugen, Leasing und Kauf” - 
SenGesUmV III 1/2007) sets new CO2 standards for the procurement of vehicles by public 
bodies. This circular serves to bring the criteria for motor vehicle procurement carried out by 
the Berlin administration department responsible for leasing and purchase, (“Kriterien für die 
Kfz-Beschaffung der Berliner Verwaltung, Leasing und Kauf”), originally laid down in 2003, 
into line with the updated standards of 2007.11

                                                
 
11  Written statement of the Senate Department of Health, the Environment and Consumer Protection, Berlin, 

of 23.8.2010. 
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3.4 Brandenburg 

The generally applicable regulations under the terms of public procurement law and other 
regulations concerning green public procurement and environmental criteria offer far-
reaching opportunities for the consideration of environmental factors in the awarding of public 
contracts. However, concrete and binding regulations are restricted to a smaller number of 
particular special areas or product groups in Brandenburg12

The state government is currently working on the draft of a public procurement act for the 
state of Brandenburg. This contains regulations concerning an agreement on the payment 
of a minimum wage to be concluded with the contractor in respect of the performance of 
services for public bodies as clients and the exclusion of goods manufactured using 
exploitative child labour or, as the case may be, forced labour. The state government does 
not currently envisage the inclusion of mandatory ecological procurement criteria

. 

13

§ 27 of the waste management act of the state of Brandenburg (Brandenburgische 
Abfallgesetz - BbgAbfG)

. 

14

§ 27 BbgAbfG states the following: 

 contains a recommendation in favour of green public 
procurement corresponding to that contained in the equivalent act of the state of Baden-
Württemberg.  

(1) The state, municipalities, rural districts and towns with district status, as well as other 
legal persons under public law, should within their sphere of influence contribute in an 
exemplary manner to the fulfilment of the objectives of closed substance cycle and waste 
management set forth in § 1 (2). The state should support projects which serve the purpose 
of product responsibility as defined in § 22 of the Closed Substance Cycle and Waste 
Management Act. 
(2) Those parties under obligation pursuant to section 1 should in their public procurement 
policy give preferential consideration to products which  
1. have been produced using low-waste production methods which conserve raw materials 
or made of waste products or secondary or regenerative raw materials, 
2. are characterised by a particularly long lifespan, ease of repair and reusability, 
3. in comparison to other products, result in lower levels of waste or waste which contains 
fewer harmful substances, 
4. are particularly suited to the highest possible quality of recycling and, where recycling is 
not possible, can be disposed of in an environmentally sensitive manner and 

                                                
 
12  Written statement of the Ministry of the Environment, Health, and Consumer Protection, Brandenburg, of 

23.8.2010. 
13  Written statement of the Ministry of the Environment, Health, and Consumer Protection, Brandenburg, of 

23.8.2010. 
14  Brandenburgisches Abfallgesetz (BbgAbfG) of 6 June 1997 (GVBl. I/97 No. 5 p. 40), most recently 

amended by the  “Gesetz zur Änderung des Brandenburgischen Abfallgesetzes und Gesetz über die Um-
weltverträglichkeitsprüfung” (Act on the amendment of the waste management act of Brandenburg and the 
Act on environmental compatibility auditing) of 27 May 2009 (GVBl. I/2009, No. 8 p. 175). 
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5. correspond with the requirements of product responsibility as defined in § 22 of the Closed 
Substance Cycle and Waste Management Act, insofar as these products are appropriate to 
the task for which they are intended and do not give rise to unreasonable levels of additional 
expense. This is to be taken into consideration in projects prior to issuing an invitation to 
tender. The general regulations governing the awarding of public contracts remain 
unaffected. In the case of construction projects, influence should be exerted to ensure that 
project planning and execution are carried out in accordance with the abovementioned 
criteria.” 
For the rest, the reader is referred to the details given in section 3.1. 
The procurement manual of the state of Brandenburg on the procurement of services – 
with the exception of construction services (Vergabehandbuch des Landes Brandenburg 
für die Vergabe von Leistungen - VHB-VOL) offers valuable assistance to procurers. This 
does not however include the fields governed by the official contracting terms for the award 
of freelance service performance contracts (VOF) or those concerning the award of 
construction performance contracts (VOB). The manual describes green public procurement 
as a standard requirement. In respect of the assessment of the economic viability of tenders, 
explicit reference is made to the requirement to take environmental protection and energy 
efficiency factors into consideration. 
All departments in the environment ministry business division are, subject to certain 
restrictions, required to use the procurement and contracting manual for federal construction 
programmes (Vergabe- und Vertragshandbuch für die Baumaßnahmen des Bundes - VHB) 
drawn up by the Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban Development15

The “joint instruction of the Federal Ministry of Economics and Labour, the Federal 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection, the Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety und the Federal Ministry of 
Transport, Building and Urban Affairs on the procurement of wood products of 17 
January 2007” forms part of the VHB. In respect of the procurement of wood products, a 
standardised supplement to the “explanatory notes regarding the procurement of wood 
products” is to be used. According to this, all wood products to be used must be certified 
according to FSC, PEFC or comparable certification criteria or individually satisfy the FSC or 
PEFC criteria that relate to the respective country of origin.    

.  

In the case of a few product groups, such office equipment (copiers, fax machines etc.), 
environmental criteria are included as standard in the tender specifications. The state 
government additionally recommends the procurement of environmentally-sound articles of 
office material. However, implementation in the product groups is at the discretion of the 
body responsible in each case for the procurement – this is as a rule a state agency, as the 
state’s procurement activities are largely carried out by such agencies. This applies 

                                                
 
15  Written statement of the Ministry of the Environment, Health, and Consumer Protection, Brandenburg, of 

23.8.2010. 
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particularly to paper, office materials, office furniture, IT technology, property management 
services such as cleaning and construction, and the procurement of service vehicles16

3.5 Bremen 

. 

Pursuant to § 2 (2) of the implementation act of the state of Bremen on the closed substance 
cycle and waste management act (Bremisches Ausführungsgesetz zum 
Kreislaufwirtschafts- und Abfallgesetz - BremAGKrW-/AbfG)17

“organise their work processes and public procurement in particular so as to minimise to the 
extent possible the generation of waste, especially of waste products which contain harmful 
substances, taking into account §§ 4 and 5 of the Closed Substance Cycle and Waste 
Management Act. Preferential consideration is to be given to durable, easily reparable, 
reusable and recyclable products, in the production of which comparatively environmentally-
friendly procedures are used or which are made out of waste, as long as these products are 
suitable for their envisaged purpose and do not give rise to unreasonably high extra costs.”  

, public bodies are under 
obligation to  

§ 19 (1) of the law of the state of Bremen on the honouring of collective wage 
bargaining agreements and the safeguarding of social standards and competition in 
public procurement (Tariftreue- und Vergabegesetz) states that the environmental 
characteristics of the object of any construction, supply or other service to be procured are to 
be taken into consideration. 
In the event that the contracting body prescribes environmental characteristics in the form of 
performance and functional requirements, it can, pursuant to § 19(2) of the “Tariftreue- und 
Vergabegesetz”, use specifications or parts thereof defined in European, multinational or 
other eco-labels, as long as 
“1. These specifications are suitable for defining the characteristics of those goods or 
services which form the object of the contract, 
2. The requirements of the eco-label are drawn up on the basis of scientifically verified 
informaton, 
3. The eco-labels have been issued in the context of a procedure in which all interest groups, 
such as state bodies, consumers, manufacturers, dealers and environment organisations can 
participate, and 
4. The eco-labels are accessible and available to all those concerned.”  
The regulation ensures that the procurement entities take environmental concerns into 
account in their decision-making vis-a-vis the object of the contract and in further tendering 
procedures. Exactly how this is to be done is largely left to the discretion of the procurement 
entities.   

                                                
 
16  Written statement of the Ministry of the Environment, Health, and Consumer Protection, Brandenburg, of 

23.8.2010. 
17  Bremisches Ausführungsgesetz zum Kreislaufwirtschafts- und Abfallgesetz (BremAGKrW-/AbfG) of 23 

November 1998 (Brem.GBl. p. 289); most recently amended by § 22 (2) Bremisches Kreislaufwirtschafts- 
und Abfall-AusführungsG of 2.2.2010 (Brem.GBl. p. 125). 
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§ 4 of the energy act of the state of Bremen (Bremisches Energiegesetz) obliges the state 
to give favourable consideration in matters of public procurement to equipment, systems, 
goods and services which are characterised by low energy consumption, as long as these 
benefits do not entail disproportionately high procurement costs. In the case of motor vehicle 
procurement, fuel consumption is accordingly to be taken into account. Pursuant to section 3, 
these requirements are to be observed in invitations to tender for the supply of goods and 
services. The procurement entity has the freedom to decide how these requirements are to 
be implemented. Missing are criteria concerning the evaluation of energy savings and, 
consequently, the establishment of the relationship between such savings and any additional 
costs which they may entail. In conclusion, however, it can be said that, in comparison to the 
“Tariftreue- und Vergabegesetz” of the state of Bremen, the stipulations of the energy act are 
more concrete by virtue of the fact that they make explicit mention of the reference values of 
“energy efficiency” and “fuel consumption” and are therefore fitter for the purpose of guiding 
decision-making in the direction of environmentally-sound solutions.  
For acts of procurement by the administrative departments of the Free Hanseatic City of 
Bremen (state and municipality) in respect of the procurement and contracting of services, 
the rules on procurement (Beschaffungsordnung) are to be applied. The rules on 
procurement of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen (state and municipality) 
(Beschaffungsordnung der Freien Hansestadt Bremen – Brem.BeschO) of 06.09.1994 were 
enacted as an administrative regulation, and no. 4 of said rules defines environmental 
protection as a universally applicable basis of procurement and contracting activity. Annex 2 
to the Brem.Bescho (“basic principles of the procurement of green products and services”)18

3.6 Hamburg 

 
lists basic principles for the procurement of environmentally-sound products and services 
that apply to the entire procurement procedure – from market observation and specification 
for tenders through to evaluation of the economic viability of tenders. 

Art. 2 (1) of the waste management act of the state of Hamburg19

§ 3 b of the procurement act of the state of Hamburg (Hamburgisches Vergabegesetz) lays 
down the obligation incumbent on contracting authorities in matters of procurement to ensure 
that negative environmental impacts arising out of the manufacture, delivery, use and 
disposal of the objects or services to be procured are, to the extent that it is economically 
defensible to do so, avoided.  

 (Hamburger Abfallgesetz) 
likewise contains a regulation which corresponds to the Federal government’s Closed 
Substance Cycle and Waste Management Act. The reader is in this respect referred to the 
details given in section 3.1. 

§ 10 of the climate protection act of the state of Hamburg (Hamburgisches 
Klimaschutzgesetz - HmbKliSchG) governs the procurement requirements concerning 
systems and equipment: 

                                                
 
18  Currently being revised by the Senator for the Environment, Construction, Transport and Europe. 
19  Hamburgisches Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz (HmbAbfG) of 21 March 2005, HmbGVBl. 2005, p. 80. 
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“The Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg shall in its public procurement activities give 
preferential consideration to systems and equipment which fulfil the remaining requirements 
and guarantee that the use of energy by such systems and equipment will for the duration of 
its standard operating life, insofar as this does not lead to an unreasonably high level of 
additional expense, will be consonant with the objective of this act.” 
Furthermore, § 7 (5) of the rules on procurement of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 
(Beschaffungsordnung der Freien und Hansestadt Hamburg) states that the central 
procurement authorities must ensure that a sufficient exchange of information takes place in 
order to guarantee that the findings and experience of the entities with procurement needs 
can be taken into account in the course of future procurement activities. These entities are 
explicitly required by this administrative regulation to pass on to the central procurement 
authorities without delay any information on more economical or environmentally-sound ways 
of meeting their needs. 
In addition, the office for environmental protection has issued a “code of practice for the 
environmentally sensitive procurement of goods and services in accordance with 
VOL”. The idea of this code is to encourage contracting bodies to ask environmentally 
relevant questions and thereby to help them to include appropriate environmental 
requirements on a sound legal footing in their invitations to tender. It does not contain any 
legally binding stipulations but does raise awareness of the possible ways of highlighting 
environment-related factors in public procurement, offer practical assistance and provide a 
summary of the legal considerations with relevance for the procuring bodies. 
According to the “tropical wood resolution” (Tropenholzbeschluss) of the Hamburg Senate 
of 03.12.1996, any tropical wood to be used in the city’s construction projects must be 
guaranteed to originate exclusively from sustainable forestry activities. 
To sum up, in Hamburg there is a statutory obligation to take into consideration in the 
decision-making process the possible environmental effects of impending procurement 
measures. With a few exceptions, however, there are no legally binding stipulations 
concerning the way in which this is to be done. The obligation of public agencies to inform 
central procurement bodies of any environmentally-sound solutions known to them would 
appear to be useful.  

3.7 Hessen 

In the state of Hessen, central procurement authorities have been created for goods and 
services, with the exception of construction services. In their capacity as central purchasing 
organisations, these three entities are responsible for strategic procurement management. In 
order to provide lines of demarcation between fields of responsibility, coordinated 
procurement catalogues are being drawn up. Overall financial control comes under the basic 
jurisdiction of the state administration of Hessen. There is in addition the supplementary 
responsibility of the central administration of the state of Hessen for data processing in 
respect of systems, equipment, communication systems and IT, along with that of the 
presiding committee for technology, logistics and administration in respect of the 
requirements of the police service.  
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§ 2 of the implementation act on the closed substance cycle and waste management act of 
the state of Hessen (Hessisches Ausführungsgesetz zum Kreislaufwirtschafts- und 
Abfallgesetz)20

The public procurement act of the state of Hessen (Hessisches Vergabegesetz)

 likewise contains a regulation which corresponds to the closed cycle 
management legislation enacted by the Federal government. The reader is in this respect 
referred to the details given above. 

21

By mutual agreement with the ministry of the interior, the finance ministry published an 
“instruction on procurement management in the state of Hessen for the procurement of 
goods and services (with the exception of construction services)” on 9 December 2010. Point 
3.1.6 of the administrative regulation states:  

, which 
came into force on 1 January 2008 and will lapse on 31 December 2012, contains no 
provisions for green public procurement. 

“In respect of procurement procedures carried out by procurement entities, particular 
attention is to be paid to sustainability considerations in accordance with the contracting 
specifications. Ecological compatibility and the observance of social standards in the 
manufacture of products and the performance of services are to be taken into consideration 
in public procurement. 
The proper inclusion of sustainability principles in public procurement regularly results in 
economic value added. This arises above all because, in procurement decisions, attention is 
paid not only to the purchase price but also more closely to those costs which are incurred 
during the lifetime of the product or service and the subsequent recycling or disposal costs.” 
Notwithstanding its declarative formulation, this can basically be seen as a binding stipulation 
which calls for the consideration of sustainability factors and, more concretely, the 
preferential consideration of ecologically beneficial products and services.  
In mid-2009, in the context of the sustainability strategy of the state of Hessen 
(Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie Hessen), a process was launched under the aegis of the 
ministries of finance and the interior with the aim of turning Hessen into a “pioneering force in 
sustainable and fair procurement”. One objective of the process is to turn sustainability 
factors into a “normative and integral element of procurement”: The aim is for the first 
normative legislation proposals to be drafted by March 2011 and for the department under 
whose aegis the project is to be implemented to continue to provide support for them until 
such time as they come into force. The following have initially been identified as possible 
objects of regulation: The inclusion in the process of sustainability factors; the products 
themselves including production, use and recycling processes; a self-imposed commitment 
to use nothing other than environmentally-sound products; and normative specifications with 
respect to the acceptance of additional financial burdens and price increases. 

                                                
 
20   Ausführungsgesetz zum Kreislaufwirtschafts- und Abfallgesetz - HAKA) in the version of 20 July 2004 

(GVBl. I p.252), most recently amended by act of parliament on 24 March 2010 (GVBl.I p.121). 
21   Hessisches Gesetz über die Vergabe öffentlicher Aufträge (Hessisches Vergabegesetz – HVgG) of 17 

December 2007, Gesetz- und Verordnungsblatt für das Land Hessen [Law and Ordinance Gazette for the 
State of Hessen] (Part I) No. 28 of 21.12.2007, p. 922. 
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3.8 Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

In Mecklenburg-Vorpommern too, pursuant to § 2 (2) of the waste management and pollution 
legacy act for Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (Abfallwirtschafts- und Altlastengesetz für 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern)22

„…are characterised by a particularly long lifespan, ease of repair and reusability or 
recyclability, result in comparison to other products in less, or more easily disposable, waste 
or have been manufactured from waste or renewable raw materials.” 

, the state, rural districts, municipalities and other legal 
persons under public law are in the procurement of construction services and other products 
and services required  to work toward ensuring that the products procured  

There also exists an instruction of the economics ministry in agreement with the 
ministries of finance and the interior, enacted on 30 June 2003 (V 330-611-20-
03.06.20/007). Section 5 of the instruction states that the consideration of environmental 
factors in public procurement should be used to create a green public procurement policy. 
The invitations to tender are to be designed in such a way as to allow small and medium-
sized enterprises which fulfil specific environmental criteria to participate in the tendering 
process. The intention is for the interpretative communication of 4 July 2001 of the 
commission on community law applicable to public procurement and the possibility of 
integrating environmental considerations into the award of public contracts to be taken as the 
basis for determining how and in which phase of the procurement procedure it becomes 
possible to integrate environmental considerations. 
No further legal regulations, policies or initiatives are currently under preparation in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern23

3.9 Lower Saxony 

. 

Pursuant to § 3 of the waste management act of the state of Lower Saxony 
(Niedersächsisches Abfallgesetz – NabfG)24

In Lower Saxony, the procurement of products and services (with the exception of 
construction services) is managed centrally by the Logistik Zentrum Niedersachsen (LZN). 
The Ministry of the Interior and Sport of Lower Saxony issued LZN with an operating directive 
in the form of a circular issued on 24.2.2009. § 15 of this administrative regulation sets out 
state policy on green, ecological (and social) procurement. 

, public entities must give preferential 
consideration to greener products in the procurement of products and construction services. 
The reader is in this respect referred to the details given in section 3.1. 

According to this provision, “care is to be taken to ensure that environment-related [...] 
factors are taken into consideration”. Pursuant to § 15  (2) the following applies: “Given equal 

                                                
 
22   Abfallwirtschafts- und Altlastengesetz für Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz - AbfAlG M-

V) in the version of the public notice of 15 January 1997 (GVOBl. M-V 1997, p. 43). 
23   Written statement of the Ministry for Economic Affairs, Labour and Tourism of the state of Mecklenburg-

Vorpommern of 27.8.2010. 
24   Niedersächsisches Abfallgesetz (NAbfG) in the version of 14 July 2003 (Nds. GVBl. No.17/2003 p.273), 

most recently amended by act of parliament on 25.11.2009 (Nds. GVBl. No.26/2009 p.436). 
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suitability (§ 97 (4) GWB) and if not excluded by economic factors, environmentally-friendly 
products/product groups which have been awarded an eco-label or comparable quality seal 
should be given preferential consideration in procurement. The inclusion of ecological factors 
in public procurement decisions should take place on a case-by-case basis. Questions 
regarding this should be clarified in collaboration with the Ministry of the Environment. EMAS 
certification is to be taken into account in the evaluation of tenders.” 
In matters of procurement, LZN takes its cue from the mandatory regulations contained in the 
operating directive. The transparency of the public procurement process guarantees the 
traceability and verifiability of the fundamental underlying factors.  
The public notice issued on 25.02.2008 by the Ministry of the Economy, Labour and 
Transport entitled “Public procurement; the procurement of energy-efficient products 
and services” (“Öffentliches Auftragswesen; Beschaffung energieeffizienter Produkte 
und Dienstleitungen”) contains a recommendation to public contracting entities that they 
apply the general administrative regulations set out by the Federal government. This 
recommendation addresses all departments of the state administration, the Hanover region, 
rural districts, municipalities, joint municipalities25

3.10 North Rhine-Westphalia 

, special purpose associations, other 
corporations, foundations and institutions under public law, as well as legal persons under 
private law as defined in § 98 GWB. 

§ 2 of the waste management act of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia (Abfallgesetz 
Nordrhein-Westfalens)26

The recent circular issued on 12.04.2010 by the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy 
concerning the consideration of matters of environmental protection and energy efficiency in 
the award of public contracts states that, in public procurement processes, the most 
economical tenders are to be accepted “after taking into consideration environmental 
protection and energy efficiency factors”. This represents a mandatory stipulation that 
environmental issues are to form an essential part of cost-effectiveness audits. Particular 
attention is paid in the process to the consideration of environmental protection and energy 
efficiency factors in the context of life cycle costs. At the same time, in most cases no binding 
instructions are given in respect of the particular form of an individual assessment. However, 
groups of cases are named in which environmental protection and energy efficiency factors 
are deemed to be of particular relevance and accordingly given high priority in the context of 
cost-effectiveness considerations. These product groups or services include construction, 
vehicles and transport services, energy (including electricity, heating and cooling from 

 likewise contains a regulation which corresponds to the Federal 
government’s Closed Substance Cycle and Waste Management Act. The reader is in this 
respect referred to the details given in section 3.1. 

                                                
 
25   In Lower Saxony, a joint municipality is a municipal association which carries out administrative business 

on behalf of its member municipalities. 
26   Abfallgesetz für das Land Nordrhein-Westfalen (Landesabfallgesetz - LAbfG ) of 21 June 1988 (GV. NRW. 

1988 p.250), most recently amended by Article 6 of the DL-RL-Gesetz (services directive) of 17 December 
2009 (GV. NRW. p.863), which came into force on 28 December 2009.  
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renewable energy sources), information and communications technology, paper, copiers, 
printing services, waste disposal services, furniture and wood products, clothing, uniforms 
and other textile goods, cleaning products and services, hospitality and catering services and 
fixtures and fittings for the health service. With regard to wood products, the circular contains 
the obligation for these to be “verifiably derived from legal and sustainable forestry activities”, 
in which case the evidence is to be furnished by the bidder in the form of a PEFC or FSC 
certificate, comparable certificates or evidence related to individual products.  
In conclusion, the circular assumes the existence of constellations in which mandatory 
environment- and energy-efficiency-related minimum requirements are to be stipulated but 
either largely assigns the responsibility for identifying these to case-by-case auditing by the 
procurement entities or, as the case may be, refers to obligations arising out from other legal 
sources. The circular thereby highlights options under applicable public procurement law for 
the implementation of existing obligations, and gives instructions, practical examples and 
further information. 

3.11 Rhineland-Palatinate 

§ 2 of the closed substance cycle and waste management act of the state of Rhineland-
Palatinate (das Landesabfallwirtschaft- und Altlastengesetz von Rheinland-Pfalz)27

A general administrative regulation for public procurement and the awarding of public 
contracts in Rhineland Palatinate (“Öffentliches Auftrags- und Beschaffungswesen in 
Rheinland-Pfalz”), which also addresses the question of the consideration of environmental 
matters, is currently being drafted. In comparison to the previous administrative regulation, 
which has already lapsed, section 10 of the new regulation is intended to include a more 
comprehensive provision, in which the existing options for the consideration of environmental 
factors are in particular elucidated. Alongside references to the obligations arising out of the 
waste management act, mandatory stipulations state that “procurement is to be restricted to 
products whose actual use results in low emissions and energy savings".  

 
likewise contains a regulation which corresponds to the closed cycle management legislation 
enacted by the Federal government. The reader is in this respect referred to the details given 
in section 3.1. 

In respect of specifications for tender, the technical specifications state that “research should 
be conducted to determine the most environmentally-friendly and energy efficient products 
available on the market in order to guarantee that high standards are maintained". 
Although decisions concerning the selection of the procurement object are largely left to the 
procurement entities, this nonetheless represents a binding stipulation that environmentally-
friendly and energy-efficient solutions are to be identified in the context of the process of 
issuing invitations to tender. There is, however, no associated stipulation concerning the role 
that these characteristics are to play in the process of tender evaluation or how they are to 
be weighted in relation to other criteria. The significance of the planned administrative 

                                                
 
27  Landesabfallwirtschaftsgesetz (LAbfWG) of 2 April 1998, most recently amended by the amending act of 

27.10.2009 (GVBl. p. 358). 
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regulation therefore lies in its intention to raise awareness on the part of public procurement 
entities of environmental protection factors through the imposition of an obligation to include 
environmental perspectives in the tender specifications. In combination with detailed 
explanations of how environmental factors are to be taken into account in the individual 
phases of the procurement procedure, a basic confidence is expressed that environmental 
interests will at the end of the day be able to assert themselves. 
Section 4 of the service vehicle directive (Dienstkraftfahrzeug-Richtlinie) of 5 November 
2002 - an administrative regulation of the state government and the Ministry of Finance on 
the procurement and use of vehicles (passenger cars and commercial vehicles) by 
departments of state - contains stipulations regarding vehicle equipment. Any passenger 
cars to be procured must be acknowledged to be low-emission, with emissions at the very 
least within the tolerances set by the Euro 4 emission standard. In order to reduce running 
costs, service vehicles should be fitted with modern diesel engines (turbo diesel with catalytic 
converter), which should for ecological reasons also be fitted with soot particle filters. Lorries 
are subject to noise-related stipulations. A final provision states that "where possible, 
electrical vehicles are to be used". 
The statutory order in a circular on recycled paper issued by the State Chancellery in 
1995 has since the start of 2009 lost some of its significance, as, with the introduction of a 
new corporate design in the State Administration, the procurement of stationery, copier paper 
and envelopes has been centralised and, at the same time, the exclusive use of recycled 
paper decreed. 

3.12 Saarland 

§ 3 (2) of the waste management act of the state of Saarland (Saarländisches 
Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz - SAWG)28

The procurement policy of the Ministry of Finance, an elaboration of § 55 (2) of the state 
budget order (Landeshaushaltsordnung), specifies that procurements are to be 
commensurate with prudent budgetary management and that environmental protection 
perspectives are to be taken into account “in both the determination of the type and quantity 
of the resources needed and the award of public contracts”. In this case too, there is a lack of 
concrete detail on the objectives of the consideration of environmental issues and the 
manner in which such consideration is to take place. This makes it difficult to assess the 
effects of the regulation. 

 likewise contains a regulation which corresponds to the 
Federal government’s Closed Substance Cycle and Waste Management Act. The reader is 
in this respect referred to the details given in section 3.1. 

In the case of procurements of environmental significance, the intention is for market 
research to include research to determine which environmentally-friendly solutions are on 
offer. 
Concrete and legally binding specifications are given in the area of recycled paper. The 
individual procurement entities must use at least 90% environmentally-friendly paper; part of 

                                                
 
28  Saarländisches Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz (SAWG) of 26 November 1997. 



 

18 

 

this quota must consist of recycled paper with the "Blue Angel" eco-label and the other part 
must consist of paper derived from FSC certified woodlands. 
In the case of the procurement of wood products, there is a stipulation that “primary use is to 
be made of products from FSC certified production”. 

3.13 Saxony 

§ 1 (3) of the waste management and soil protection act of the state of Saxony 
(Sächsisches Abfallwirtschafts- und Bodenschutzgesetz - SächsABG)29

The “Administrative regulation of the Ministry of Finance of the Free State of Saxony 
concerning the promotion of projects for the improvement of energy efficiency including the 
use of renewable energies in construction works in the Free State of Saxony” 
(Verwaltungsvorschrift des Sächsischen Staatsministeriums der Finanzen über 
Förderung von Vorhaben zur Erhöhung der Energieeffizienz einschließlich Nutzung 
erneuerbarer Energien im staatlichen Hochbau des Freistaates Sachsen - VwV 
Energieeffizienz) of 7 February 2008 states that, in the calculation of the cost effectiveness 
of planned construction measures for the improvement of energy efficiency, an 
“environmental bonus” per kilogram of CO2 saved is to be credited to the cost effectiveness 
assessment. Corresponding stipulations are laid down for the calculation of CO2 savings. In a 
similar fashion, the basis of calculation of investment costs for technical systems for the 
improvement of energy efficiency and the use of renewable energies can be reduced in 
accordance with appropriate defined stipulations. In this way, the planning and procurement 
entities are given a binding and reliable framework for the mandatory or potential inclusion of 
environmental factors in cost effectiveness considerations in respect of decisions concerning 
the selection of the object of procurement or service.  

 likewise 
contains a regulation which corresponds to the Federal government’s Closed Substance 
Cycle and Waste Management Act. The reader is in this respect referred to the details given 
in section 3.1. 

Furthermore, annex 4 to the administrative regulation of the Ministry of Finance of the state 
of Saxony concerning budgetary and economic management 2011(Verwaltungsvorschrift 
des Sächsischen Staatsministeriums der Finanzen zur Haushalts- und 
Wirtschaftsführung 2011 - VwV-HWiF 2011) contains environment-related fundamental 
principles for the procurement of service vehicles. According to this, it is “a matter of 
principle” that service vehicles procured should demonstrate low-emission and consumption 
characteristics. In the process, relevant standards are to be taken into consideration. Power 
and cylinder capacity are to be restricted to the level required. Finally, the state 
administration is directed to investigate the possible use of particularly environmentally-
friendly vehicles, with a stronger focus on alternative propulsion concepts and fuels. All 
service vehicles to be procured should where possible be fitted with low-noise and fuel-
saving tyres and friction-modified lubricants, and all diesel service vehicles to be procured 
                                                
 
29   Sächsisches Abfallwirtschafts- und Bodenschutzgesetz (SächsABG) in the revised version of the “Erstes 

Gesetzes zur Abfallwirtschaft und zum Bodenschutz im Freistaat Sachsen” (first act on waste manage-
ment and soil protection in the Free State of Saxony) of 31 May 1999. 
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should be equipped with a particulate filter. The number of service vehicles (particularly cars) 
should be reduced. It is for this reason that the possible establishment and use of a vehicle 
pool is a matter of the highest priority. The stipulations do in some places need to be made 
more concrete in order to enhance their mandatory effect. 
Neither the public procurement act of the state of Saxony (sächsisches Vergabegesetz 
(SächsVergabeG)30 nor the implementation order of the state of Saxony (die Sächsische 
Vergabedurchführungsverordnung – SächsVergabeDVO)31

The public procurement act of the state of Saxony is currently being revised under the aegis 
of the economics ministry. No inclusion of environmental matters is envisaged, as it is argued 
that these are already given sufficient consideration in federal regulations. 

 contain specific regulations 
concerning the consideration of environmental matters in public procurement. 

3.14 Saxony-Anhalt 

§ 2 (1) of the waste management act of the state of Saxony-Anhalt (das Abfallgesetz des 
Landes Sachsen-Anhalt - AbfG LSA)32

No public procurement act is currently in force in the state of Saxony-Anhalt. The public 
procurement act of the state of Saxony-Anhalt (Das Vergabegesetz Sachsen-Anhalt -
VergabeG-SA)

 likewise contains a regulation which corresponds to 
the Federal government’s Closed Substance Cycle and Waste Management Act. The reader 
is in this respect referred to the details given in section 3.1. 

33

In chapter 7 "Evaluation of Tenders" of the public procurement manual of the state of 
Saxony-Anhalt (das Vergabehandbuch des Landes Sachsen-Anhalt)(a set of guidelines 
for the award of supply, construction and service contracts), environmental factors are listed 
as evaluation criteria alongside operating and life cycle costs. 

, enacted in 2001, was repealed with the enactment on 13.8.2002 of the act 
on the facilitation of investment (Investitionserleichterungsgesetz). 

3.15 Schleswig-Holstein 

§ 2 of the waste management act of the state of Schleswig-Holstein 
(Landesabfallwirtschaftsgesetz – LAbfWG)34

Section 10 of the state procurement order (Landesbeschaffungsordnung) prescribes, 
initially as a general action guideline, that attention should in all procurement procedures be 

 likewise contains a regulation which 
corresponds to the Federal government’s Closed Substance Cycle and Waste Management 
Act. The reader is in this respect referred to the details given above. 

                                                
 
30  SächsGVBl. p. 218. 
31   Verordnung der Sächsischen Staatsregierung zur Durchführung des Sächsischen Vergabegesetzes 

(Sächsische Vergabedurchführungsverordnung – SächsVergabeDVO) of 17 December 2002, in the 
consolidated version updated on 28 December 2009. 

32   Abfallgesetz des Landes Sachsen-Anhalt (AbfG LSA) of March 10 1998 (GVBl. LSA 1998, p. 112), most 
recently amended by act of parliament on 22.12.2004, GVBl. LSA 2004, p. 852, 853. 

33  Gesetz über die Vergabe öffentlicher Bauaufträge im Land Sachsen-Anhalt of 29.6.2001 (GVBl. p. 234). 
34  Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz für das Land Schleswig-Holstein (Landesabfallwirtschaftsgesetz - LAbfWG) 
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paid to ensuring the procurement of products which are as environmentally-friendly as 
possible. Somewhat more concretely it is stated that   
"inasmuch as the "Blue Angel" eco-label or another eco-label of a comparable standard has 
been awarded within a product group, […] as far as possible, procurement should be 
restricted to products which have been awarded such an eco-label." 
Final decision-making responsibility is left to the individual public consumer or procurement 
entity. The regulation represents a discretionary instruction whose significance lies in the fact 
that it raises awareness of the necessity of including environmental consideration in the 
procurement process. The order stipulates that EMAS certification is to be taken into account 
in the evaluation of tenders. How this is to be done is, however, left unstated, with the result 
that the effects of the regulation are hard to assess. 
In respect of the procurement of wood or wood products, the procurement order takes its cue 
directly from the joint instruction of the Federal Ministry of Economics and Labour, the 
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection, the Federal Ministry of the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety and the Federal Ministry of Transport, 
Building and Urban Affairs on the procurement of wood products of 17January 2007 (GMBI. 
P.67) and stipulates that this is to be correspondingly applied. 
In respect of the procurement of environmentally-friendly service vehicles, section 3.3 of the 
Vehicles Policy of the State of Schleswig-Holstein (Kraftfahrzeugrichtlinien des 
Landes Schleswig-Holstein - KfzRL-SH) is to be observed along with section 11 of the 
State Procurement Order (see section 2 of KfzRL-SH). Section 3.3 KfzRL-SH places different 
demands on the environmental compatibility of lorries and service vehicles and their fuels. 
With respect to the CO2 emissions of the vehicles to be procured, it is stated that 
“by 2005 at the latest, the average CO2 emissions as stated in the manufacturer’s 
specifications of the mass-production cars newly procured in a year should not exceed 140 g 
CO2/km; this corresponds to a standard consumption by petrol-engine cars of approx. 
5.9l/100 km and by diesel-engine cars of approx. 5.1 l/100 km.” 
In line with the climate protection programme of 2009 of the state government, these values 
are to be reduced by 2012 to 120 g CO2/km. Furthermore, in the context of procurement, 
technical developments for reducing the fuel consumption of higher-powered cars and the 
use of alternative types of propulsion are to be taken into consideration. 

3.16 Thuringia 

The act of the state of Thuringia on the avoidance, reduction, recyling and disposal of waste 
(Das Thüringer Gesetz über die Vermeidung, Verminderung, Verwertung und 
Beseitigung von Abfällen)35

                                                
 
35  Thüringer Gesetz über die Vermeidung, Verminderung, Verwertung und Beseitigung von Abfällen (Thürin-

ger Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz - ThürAbfG -) in the version of the public notice of June 15 1999, most recently 
amended by Article15 of the Act of 20 December 2007 (GVBl. p. 267, 275). 

 does not contain any regulation equivalent to the Closed 
Substance Cycle and Waste Management Act of the Federal government. 
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In section 2.1 (Promotion of Innovation, Environmental Compatibility and Energy Saving) of 
the policy on the award of public contracts (Richtlinie zur Vergabe öffentlicher Aufträge) 
issued by the Ministry of Economics, Labour and Technology with the agreement of the 
Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Construction, State Development and Transport and 
the Finance Ministry  
“all public procurement entities […] are asked to attach particular importance in their 
invitations to tender and awarding of public contracts to innovative perspectives and matters 
of environmental compatibility and energy saving.  
In the process, the options contained in the general contractual conditions for the execution 
of construction works (VOB/B) and the award of service contracts (VOL/A) should be 
exploited to their fullest potential in order to facilitate market access by the providers of 
innovative and environmentally-friendly products”.  
This does not constitute an obligation to take environmental interests into consideration. 
On 21.09.2010 the government of the Free State of Thuringia enacted a draft version of a 
public procurement act to promote small and medium-sized enterprises (Vergabe- und 
Mittelstandsförderungsgesetz). The cabinet draft indicates that ecological interests can be 
taken into account in all stages of the procurement procedure. Environmental criteria can, 
given adherence to the criteria laid down by the European Court of Justice, be taken into 
consideration in the acceptance of tenders, i.e.: 
1. The environmental criteria must relate to the object of procurement, 
2. The environmental criteria are expressly listed in the contract documents or the tender 
notice, 
3. The definition of the criterion does not give the procurement entity unlimited decision–
making freedom and 
4. All the fundamental principles of union law, with particular reference to the ban on 
discrimination, are upheld. 
The draft legislation also clarifies that environmental criteria can be applied also to the award 
of sub-threshold contracts. The draft does not, however, contain any binding provisions on 
the consideration of environmental interests in the selection of the procurement object or in 
the contract award procedure. It is restricted in scope to a concise yet detailed presentation 
of the existing legal options and thereby to addressing any existing legal reservations on the 
part of the procuring entities and instructing the latter to take environmental concerns into 
account.  
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3.17 Conclusions 

The overview reveals that, with a few exceptions, state legislators have enacted no binding 
legislation on green public procurement at Länder level36. In most of the Länder, the 
individual bodies of state waste management legislation37

Furthermore, only a few of the Länder have heeded the call of the Federal government to 
enact state legislation comparable to the general administrative regulations of the Federal 
government on the procurement of energy-efficient products and services (Allgemeine 
Verwaltungsvorschrift der Bundesregierung zur Beschaffung energieeffizenter Produkte und 
Dienstleistungen), promulgated on 17 January 2008, or the joint instruction on the 
procurement of wood products (Erlass zur Beschaffung von Holzprodukten) of 17 January 
2007. According to the research, in Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg, 
Hamburg, North Rhine-Westphalia, Saarland, Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein legislation has 
been adopted on the sustainable procurement of wood products

 contain a recommendation on 
green public procurement, which leaves the actual process at the discretion of the respective 
procurement entities.  In those places where the options for green public procurement are 
explicitly mentioned by state legislators, the specifications are often very abstract, and there 
is a lack of delegated legislation to concretise and implement them.  In some of the Länder 
the state administration is required by internal regulations to take these options into 
consideration: in the case, for instance, of Brandenburg, Lower Saxony and Saxony-Anhalt 
this takes the form of public procurement manuals. However, to what extent these manuals 
are known of and implemented in actual procurement practice is unclear. In those places 
where delegated legislation on concretisation actually exists, this covers only a few product 
groups. 

38

To be positively highlighted are a few pioneer Länder, such as Berlin, Bremen and Hamburg, 
which already have their own public procurement legislation, in which the will of the 
legislature that public procurement should be environmentally sound is expressed in the 

. Regional (Länder) 
legislation which adopts the general administrative regulations of the Federal Government on 
the procurement of engery-efficient products and services is currently to be found in Bremen, 
Hamburg and Saxony. The intention in Berlin is to enact corresponding legislation in 2011. 

                                                
 
36  To eliminate this deficit, a process in the framework of the sustainability strategy of the state of Hessen 

was launched under the aegis of the ministries of finance and the interior with the aim of establishing sus-
tainability factors as a normative aspect of procurement law. 

37  Cf. for example § 27 of the waste management act of the state of Brandenburg, which uses a recommen-
dation to place public institutions under the obligation to carry out procurement activities in accordance 
with the basic principles of waste avoidance, closed substance cycles and the protection of resources. 

38  Cf. The results of research in a report of the Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology submitted to 
the Head of the Federal Chancellery on the subject of an “Alliance for Sustainable Procurement” of 
24.9.2010, p. 73: “The procurement regulation of the Bund zur Beschaffung von Holzprodukten (associa-
tion for the procurement of wood products) has in the interim been drawn upon by Bavaria, Baden-
Württemberg, Hamburg and North Rhine-Westphalia for the purpose of enacting one single piece of pro-
curement legislation.” 
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establishment of fundamental principles and objectives and the legally binding reference to 
those entities to which the standards are to apply. These statutory specifications should be 
rendered more concrete through the application of administrative regulations in which the 
criteria and data sheets for all relevant product groups and services are compiled or, as the 
case may be, reference is made to those criteria and data sheets which serve as practical 
guidelines for procurement entities for invitations to tender, assessment of tenders and the 
awarding of contracts. The criteria and data sheets should be evaluated and updated at 
regular intervals. 
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4 Annexes 

4.1 Tabular overview of the regulations in the Länder and other instruments  

Updated: March 2011 
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 Statutory basis Delegated regulations Guidelines etc. Current developments 

Baden-
Württembe
rg 

 

§ 2 (2) of the state waste 

management act 

(Landesabfallgesetz – 

LabfG)(5) of the state of 

Baden-Württemberg of 14 

October 2008 (law gazette 

no. 14 p. 

370)http://www.gaa.baden-
wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is
/16033/1_3_1.pdf 

 

Administrative regulation of the state 
government on procurement in the state 
administration 

(Beschaffungsanordnung - BAO) 

Of 17 December 2007 (- Ref: 1-0230.0/135 -
) in force from  01.01.2008, GABl. 2008, p. 
14. 

In Point 6 of this administrative regulation, 
provisions are set forth in which 
environmental protection is deemed to be 
the generally binding basis for public 
procurement: 

http://www.wm.baden-
wuerttemberg.de/fm7/1106/BA0%20Neufass
ung%202007.pdf 

Environmentally oriented public 
procurement of non-
consumables and consumer 
goods for offices, 3rd edition of 
November 2008, to be found at:  

http://www.um.baden-
wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/55489
/Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_
fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf?com
mand=downloadContent&filenam
e=Umweltorientierte_Beschaffun
g_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf 

 

“Mehr Umwelt fürs gleiche Geld“ 

(“More environment at no extra 
cost”) 

http://www.lubw.baden-
wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/21169
/  

 

Bavaria Art. 2 (2)(1)  

act on the avoidance, 
recycling and alternative 
disposal of waste in 
Bavaria (Gesetz zur 
Vermeidung, Verwertung 
und sonstigen Entsorgung 
von Abfällen in Bayern 

Policy on the consideration of environmental 
perspectives in the award of public contracts 
(environmental policy on public 
procurement) (Umweltrichtlinien Öffentliches 
Auftragswesen - öAUmwR). Publication of 
the state government of Bavaria of 28 April 
2009, ref. B II 2-5152-15; (Staatsanzeiger 
no. 19 of 08.05.2009) 

 The SPD faction in the Bavarian 
state parliament has introduced 
a draft version of an “Act on the 
honouring of collective 
bargaining agreements and 
minimum wage payments, 
ecological criteria and the 
promotion of women’s interests 
in public procurement in the Free 

http://www.gaa.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/16033/1_3_1.pdf�
http://www.gaa.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/16033/1_3_1.pdf�
http://www.gaa.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/16033/1_3_1.pdf�
http://www.wm.baden-wuerttemberg.de/fm7/1106/BA0%20Neufassung%202007.pdf�
http://www.wm.baden-wuerttemberg.de/fm7/1106/BA0%20Neufassung%202007.pdf�
http://www.wm.baden-wuerttemberg.de/fm7/1106/BA0%20Neufassung%202007.pdf�
http://www.um.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/55489/Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf�
http://www.um.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/55489/Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf�
http://www.um.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/55489/Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf�
http://www.um.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/55489/Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf�
http://www.um.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/55489/Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf�
http://www.um.baden-wuerttemberg.de/servlet/is/55489/Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf?command=downloadContent&filename=Umweltorientierte_Beschaffung_fuer_den_Buerobereich.pdf�
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[Bayerisches 
Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz – 
BayAbfG]), in the version 
of the public notice of 
August 9 1996 

http://by.juris.de/by/gesam
t/AbfG_BY_1996.htm 

http://www.innenministerium.bayern.de/impe
ria/md/content/stmi/bauen/themen/vergabe_
vertragswesen/gesetze/73_w_119_umweltri
chtlinien_oeffentliches_auftragswesen.pdf 

 

State and municipalities – 
Bavarian public procurement act 
(Bayrisches Vergabegesetz). 
The draft has for its first reading 
come under the aegis of the 
committee for economic affairs, 
infrastructure, transport and 
technology. (See forum vergabe 
e.V., Monatsinfo 03/2011, p. 70; 
LT-Drs. 16/65 of 25.01.2011.) 

The Bündnis 90/Die Grünen 
faction has for its part introduced 
a draft version of a “Bavarian act 
on the honouring of collective 
wage bargaining agreements 
and the safeguarding of social 
standards and competition in 
public procurement 
(BayrischesTariftreue- und 
Vergabegesetz) which has 
likewise for its first reading come 
under the aegis of the committee 
for economic affairs, 
infrastructure, transport and 
technology (see above). 

Berlin § 23 of the closed 
substance cycle and 
waste management act of 
the State of Berlin (KrW-
/AbfG Bln) 

Implementation regulations for green public 
procurement and the awarding of contracts 
in accordance with the rules for the 
awarding of public contracts – with the 
exception of construction services - 

   

http://by.juris.de/by/gesamt/AbfG_BY_1996.htm�
http://by.juris.de/by/gesamt/AbfG_BY_1996.htm�
http://www.innenministerium.bayern.de/imperia/md/content/stmi/bauen/themen/vergabe_vertragswesen/gesetze/73_w_119_umweltrichtlinien_oeffentliches_auftragswesen.pdf�
http://www.innenministerium.bayern.de/imperia/md/content/stmi/bauen/themen/vergabe_vertragswesen/gesetze/73_w_119_umweltrichtlinien_oeffentliches_auftragswesen.pdf�
http://www.innenministerium.bayern.de/imperia/md/content/stmi/bauen/themen/vergabe_vertragswesen/gesetze/73_w_119_umweltrichtlinien_oeffentliches_auftragswesen.pdf�
http://www.innenministerium.bayern.de/imperia/md/content/stmi/bauen/themen/vergabe_vertragswesen/gesetze/73_w_119_umweltrichtlinien_oeffentliches_auftragswesen.pdf�
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http://www.berlin.de/imperi
a/md/content/vergabeservi
ce/rechtsvorschriften/krwa
bfg_auszug.pdf?start&ts=
1260437591&file=krwabfg
_auszug.pdf 

 

§ 7 (green public 
procurement) in the 
tendering and public 
procurement act of the 
state of Berlin (GVBl. Of 
22.07.2010); came into 
force on 23.07.2010   

AVUmVOL of 1.10.2005 (Anwaltsblatt  2005 
3752) 

 

 

Circular of the Senate Department for Urban 
Development (SenStadt VI A Nr. 14 / 2004) 
concerning the prohibition and limitation of 
the use of construction materials or, as the 
case may be, tropical wood 

 

Circular SenGesUmV III 1/2007 
“Environmental standards for the 
procurement of vehicles, leasing and 
purchase” 

 

Branden-
burg 

§ 27 Act on the 
amendment of the waste 
management act of the 
state of Brandenburg and 
the act of the state of 
Brandenburg on 
environmental compatility 
audits of May 27 2009, 
GVBl. I p. 175 – waste 
management and soil 
protection act of the state 
of Brandenburg 
(Brandenburgisches 
Abfall- und 

 Standardised amendment of the 
tender letter “Declaration on the 
use of wood products” 

 

The procurement manual of the 
state of Brandenburg concerning 
the procurement of services – 
with the exception of construction 
services – (Vergabehandbuch 
des Landes Brandenburg für die 
Vergabe von Leistungen - VHB-
VOL) in the version of 9/2009 

 

The Bündnis 90/Die 
Grünenfaction in the 
Brandenburg state parliament 
has introduced a draft version of 
an “act on the safeguarding of 
social, environmental and 
competition interests in public 
procurement” 
(Brandenburgisches 
Vergabegesetz). The plenum of 
the state parliament passed the 
draft on 23.02.2011 to the 
committee for economic affairs 
(in overall charge), the 

http://www.berlin.de/imperia/md/content/vergabeservice/rechtsvorschriften/krwabfg_auszug.pdf?start&ts=1260437591&file=krwabfg_auszug.pdf�
http://www.berlin.de/imperia/md/content/vergabeservice/rechtsvorschriften/krwabfg_auszug.pdf?start&ts=1260437591&file=krwabfg_auszug.pdf�
http://www.berlin.de/imperia/md/content/vergabeservice/rechtsvorschriften/krwabfg_auszug.pdf?start&ts=1260437591&file=krwabfg_auszug.pdf�
http://www.berlin.de/imperia/md/content/vergabeservice/rechtsvorschriften/krwabfg_auszug.pdf?start&ts=1260437591&file=krwabfg_auszug.pdf�
http://www.berlin.de/imperia/md/content/vergabeservice/rechtsvorschriften/krwabfg_auszug.pdf?start&ts=1260437591&file=krwabfg_auszug.pdf�
http://www.berlin.de/imperia/md/content/vergabeservice/rechtsvorschriften/krwabfg_auszug.pdf?start&ts=1260437591&file=krwabfg_auszug.pdf�
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Bodenschutzgesetz - 
BbgAbfBodG). 

 

committee for labour, social 
affairs, women and the family, 
and the committee for 
environmental affairs, health and 
consumer protection (forum 
vergabe e.V., Monatsinfo 
03/2011, p. 70 f.).    

Bremen Act of the state of Bremen 
on the honouring of 
collective wage bargaining 
agreements and the 
safeguarding of social 
standards and competition 
in public procurement 
(Tariftreue- und 
Vergabegesetz)(law 
gazette no. 61/2009 of 1 
December 2009) 

§§ 18, 19, to be found at: 

http://www.wirtschaft.brem
en.de/sixcms/media.php/1
3/Vergabegesetz%20Land
%20Bremen.pdf 

 

§ 3 (2) of the 
implementation act of the 
state of Bremen on the 
closed substance cycle 
and waste management 

Rules on procurement of the Free Hanseatic 
City of Bremen (state and municipality) - 
(Brem.BeschO) of 6 September 1994 

 

  

http://www.wirtschaft.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/13/Vergabegesetz%20Land%20Bremen.pdf�
http://www.wirtschaft.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/13/Vergabegesetz%20Land%20Bremen.pdf�
http://www.wirtschaft.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/13/Vergabegesetz%20Land%20Bremen.pdf�
http://www.wirtschaft.bremen.de/sixcms/media.php/13/Vergabegesetz%20Land%20Bremen.pdf�
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act (Bremisches 
Ausführungsgesetzes zum 
Kreislaufwirtschafts- und 
Abfallgesetz), to be found 
at: 

http://beck-
online.beck.de/?bcid=Y-
100-G-BrAbfallG 

 

§ 4 of the energy act of 
the state of Bremen 
(Bremisches 
Energiegesetz - BremEG) 
of 17 September 1991, 
Brem.GBl. p. 325, most 
recently amended on 31 
March 2009, Brem.GBl. p. 
129. 

 

Hamburg § 2 (1) of the waste 
management act of the 
state of Hamburg 
(Hamburgisches 
Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz - 
HmbAbfG): 

§ 7, no. 5 of the rules on public procurement 
of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 
of 01.03,2009, to be found at: 

http://www.landesrecht.ha
mburg.de/jportal/portal/pa
ge/bshaprod.psml?showd
occase=1&doc.id=jlr-

http://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/23724/d
ata/beschaffungsordnung.pdf 

 

Senate resolution on tropical wood of 
03.12.1996. 

 

Guidelines on the green public 
procurement of goods and 
services in accordance with the 
official contracting terms for the 
awarding of service performance 
contracts ( VOL) (in the version 
of 1 December 2007), to be 
found at: 

 

http://www.hamburg.de/contentbl
ob/23726/data/leitfaden-zur-

http://beck-online.beck.de/?bcid=Y-100-G-BrAbfallG�
http://beck-online.beck.de/?bcid=Y-100-G-BrAbfallG�
http://beck-online.beck.de/?bcid=Y-100-G-BrAbfallG�
http://www.landesrecht.hamburg.de/jportal/portal/page/bshaprod.psml?showdoccase=1&doc.id=jlr-AbfWGHA2005rahmen&doc.part=X&doc.origin=bs&st=lr�
http://www.landesrecht.hamburg.de/jportal/portal/page/bshaprod.psml?showdoccase=1&doc.id=jlr-AbfWGHA2005rahmen&doc.part=X&doc.origin=bs&st=lr�
http://www.landesrecht.hamburg.de/jportal/portal/page/bshaprod.psml?showdoccase=1&doc.id=jlr-AbfWGHA2005rahmen&doc.part=X&doc.origin=bs&st=lr�
http://www.landesrecht.hamburg.de/jportal/portal/page/bshaprod.psml?showdoccase=1&doc.id=jlr-AbfWGHA2005rahmen&doc.part=X&doc.origin=bs&st=lr�
http://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/23724/data/beschaffungsordnung.pdf�
http://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/23724/data/beschaffungsordnung.pdf�
http://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/23726/data/leitfaden-zur-umweltfreundlichen-beschaffung-von-lieferungen-und-leistungen.pdf�
http://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/23726/data/leitfaden-zur-umweltfreundlichen-beschaffung-von-lieferungen-und-leistungen.pdf�
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AbfWGHA2005rahmen&d
oc.part=X&doc.origin=bs&
st=lr

 

 

§ 3b of the public 
procurement act of the 
state of Hamburg 
(Hamburgisches 
Vergabegesetz) of 13 
February 2006 
(HmbGVBl. § 2006, p.57) 
in the version of 
27.4.2010, to be found at: 

http://www.hk24.de/linkabl
eblob/357136/data/Vergab
egesetzHH_2008-data.pdf 

 

The climate protection act 
of the state of Hamburg 
(Hamburgisches 
Klimaschutzgesetz - 
HmbKliSchG) of 
25.06.1997, most recently 
amended on 6 July 2006 
(HmbGVBl. p. 404, 414). 

 

umweltfreundlichen-beschaffung-
von-lieferungen-und-
leistungen.pdf

 

 

Hessen § 2 of the implementation 
act of the state of Hessen 
on the closed substance 

Ordinance on procurement management in 
the state of Hessen for goods and services 
(with the exception of construction services) 

 Project “Hessen: Pioneer of 
sustainable and fair 
procurement” in the context of 

http://www.hk24.de/linkableblob/357136/data/VergabegesetzHH_2008-data.pdf�
http://www.hk24.de/linkableblob/357136/data/VergabegesetzHH_2008-data.pdf�
http://www.hk24.de/linkableblob/357136/data/VergabegesetzHH_2008-data.pdf�
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cycle and waste 
management act 
(Hessisches 
Ausführungsgesetz zum 
Kreislaufwirtschafts- und 
Abfallgesetz - HAKA) in 
the version of 20 July 
2004 (GVBl. I p.252), 
most recently amended by 
act of parliament on 24 
March 2010 (GVBl. I p. 
121).” 

To be researched under 
the heading of 
”Umweltrecht” 
(”environmental law”), key 
word ”HAKA” on the 
following page: 
http://www.rv.hessenrecht.
hessen.de/jportal/portal/pa
ge/bshesprod.psml  

of 9 December 2010. 

http://www.had.de/pdf/Erlass9122010Besch
affungsmanagement-des-Landes-
Hessen.pdf  

 

the Hessian sustainability 
strategy (Hessische 
Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie); 
compilation of regulatory 
proposals to March 2011, to be 
found at: 

http://www.hessen-
nachhaltig.de/web/nachhaltige-
beschaffung/2.-normative-
verankerung 

 

Mecklen-
burg-
Vorpom-
mern 

§ 2 (2) of the waste 
management and pollution 
legacy act for 
Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern 
(Abfallwirtschafts- und 
Altlastengesetz für 
Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern 

Section 5 of the policy on increasing the 
participation of medium-sized companies in 
public procurement ordinance of the Ministry 
of Economic Affairs in agreement with the 
Finance and Interior Ministries of 30 June 
2003 - V 330-611-20-03.06.20/007, to be 
found at: 

 

http://www.laiv-mv.de/land-
mv/LAiV_prod/LAiV/beschaffung/_files/Richtl

There are currently no further 
state legislation or initiatives 
concerning the special 
consideration of environmental 
concerns in public procurement. 

http://www.rv.hessenrecht.hessen.de/jportal/portal/page/bshesprod.psml�
http://www.rv.hessenrecht.hessen.de/jportal/portal/page/bshesprod.psml�
http://www.rv.hessenrecht.hessen.de/jportal/portal/page/bshesprod.psml�
http://www.had.de/pdf/Erlass9122010Beschaffungsmanagement-des-Landes-Hessen.pdf�
http://www.had.de/pdf/Erlass9122010Beschaffungsmanagement-des-Landes-Hessen.pdf�
http://www.had.de/pdf/Erlass9122010Beschaffungsmanagement-des-Landes-Hessen.pdf�
http://www.hessen-nachhaltig.de/web/nachhaltige-beschaffung/2.-normative-verankerung�
http://www.hessen-nachhaltig.de/web/nachhaltige-beschaffung/2.-normative-verankerung�
http://www.hessen-nachhaltig.de/web/nachhaltige-beschaffung/2.-normative-verankerung�
http://www.hessen-nachhaltig.de/web/nachhaltige-beschaffung/2.-normative-verankerung�
http://www.laiv-mv.de/land-mv/LAiV_prod/LAiV/beschaffung/_files/Richtlinie_fuer_die_verstaerkte_Beteiligung_mittelstaendischer.pdf�
http://www.laiv-mv.de/land-mv/LAiV_prod/LAiV/beschaffung/_files/Richtlinie_fuer_die_verstaerkte_Beteiligung_mittelstaendischer.pdf�


Regulations in the German Länder in the field of green public procurement 

33 

 

[Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz - 
AbfAlG M-V]) in the 
version of 15 January 
1997 (GVOBl. M-V 1997, 
p. 43), to be found at: 

http://mv.juris.de/mv/gesa
mt/Abf_AltLastG_MV.htm
#Abf_AltLastG_MV_rahm
en 

inie_fuer_die_verstaerkte_Beteiligung_mittel
staendischer.pdf

 

 

Lower 
Saxony  

§ 3 (2) (2) of the waste 
management act of the 
state of Lower Saxony 
(Niedersächsisches 
Abfallgesetz - NAbfG), to 
be found at: 

http://www.recht-
niedersachsen.de/284000
1/nabfg1.htm 

 

§ 15 (green, ecological and social 
procurement) RdErl. d. MI v. 24.2.2009 - 
12.12-01519/08 (Nds.MBl. No.10/2009 
p.296), amended by RdErl. v. 7.7.2010 
(Nds.MBl. Nr.28/2010 p.696) and v. 
4.11.2010 (Nds.MBl. Nr.45/2010 p.1115) - 
VORIS 20120; to be found at: 
http://www.schure.de/20120/12,12,01519,08
.htm) 

Public notice issued by the Ministry of the 
Economy, Labour and Transport on 
25.2.2008 entitled “Public procurement; the 
procurement of energy-efficient products 
and services” (24-32578/0010)  Nds. MBl. 
2008, p. 417. 

  

North 
Rhine-
Westphalia 

§ 2 of the waste 
management act of the 
state of North Rhine-
Westphalia of 21 June 
1988, to be found at: 

Consideration of environmental protection 
factors and energy efficiency in public 
procurement; circular issued by the Ministry 
of Economic Affairs and Energy on 
12.4.2010, to be found at:  

 The coalition partners SPD and 
Bündnis 90/Die Grünen have 
agreed on a draft version of an 
“act on the honouring of 
collective wage bargaining 

http://mv.juris.de/mv/gesamt/Abf_AltLastG_MV.htm#Abf_AltLastG_MV_rahmen�
http://mv.juris.de/mv/gesamt/Abf_AltLastG_MV.htm#Abf_AltLastG_MV_rahmen�
http://mv.juris.de/mv/gesamt/Abf_AltLastG_MV.htm#Abf_AltLastG_MV_rahmen�
http://mv.juris.de/mv/gesamt/Abf_AltLastG_MV.htm#Abf_AltLastG_MV_rahmen�
http://www.recht-niedersachsen.de/2840001/nabfg1.htm�
http://www.recht-niedersachsen.de/2840001/nabfg1.htm�
http://www.recht-niedersachsen.de/2840001/nabfg1.htm�
http://www.schure.de/20120/12,12,01519,08.htm�
http://www.schure.de/20120/12,12,01519,08.htm�
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https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/ow
a/br_bes_text?anw_nr=2&
gld_nr=7&ugl_nr=74&bes
_id=4794&menu=1&sg=0
&aufgehoben=N&keyword
=abfallgesetz#det0 

 

 

https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_vbl_detail_te
xt?anw_nr=7&vd_id=12147&ver=8&val=121
47&menu=1&vd_back=N 

 

 

agreements and public 
procurement” which is intended, 
among other things, to take 
ecological perspectives into 
account. A corresponding piece 
of draft legislation is currently in 
preparation 
(cf.http://www.gruene.landtag.nr
w.de/cms/default/dok/371/37177
6.es_geht_auch_anders_wie_de
r_staat_beim_e.html).  

Rhineland-
Palatinate 

§ 2 of the state waste 
management and pollution 
legacy act 
(Landesabfallwirtschaft- 
und Altlastengesetz - 
LAbfWAG) of 2.4.1998 

http://rlp.juris.de/rlp/gesam
t/Abf_AltLastG_RP.htm 

Section 4 of the Service Vehicle Directive 
(Dienstkraftfahrzeug-Richtlinie) 
administrative regulation of 5 November 
2002 of the state government and the 
Ministry of Finance in the version of 
05.12.2006 (H 4221 A - 411), MinBl. 2002, 
p. 539. 

 

Joint circular of the state chancellery, the 
ministries and the mission of the state of 
Rhineland-Palatinate to the Federal 
Government of 9 October 2005 (MUF 1012-
02-310 on the “use of recycled paper and 
products made of recycled paper in the state 
administration (procurement of recycled 
paper has subsequently been centralised). 

 Section 10 of the administrative 
regulation “public procurement in 
Rhineland Palatinate” issued by 
the Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
Transportation, Agriculture and 
Viniculture, the Ministry of the 
Interior and Sport, the Finance 
Ministry and the Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry and 
Consumer Protection (in 
preparation) 

 

Saarland § 3 (2) of the waste 
management act of the 

Policy on the procurement of goods and 
services by the state administration of 

  

https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_bes_text?anw_nr=2&gld_nr=7&ugl_nr=74&bes_id=4794&menu=1&sg=0&aufgehoben=N&keyword=abfallgesetz#det0�
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_bes_text?anw_nr=2&gld_nr=7&ugl_nr=74&bes_id=4794&menu=1&sg=0&aufgehoben=N&keyword=abfallgesetz#det0�
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_bes_text?anw_nr=2&gld_nr=7&ugl_nr=74&bes_id=4794&menu=1&sg=0&aufgehoben=N&keyword=abfallgesetz#det0�
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_bes_text?anw_nr=2&gld_nr=7&ugl_nr=74&bes_id=4794&menu=1&sg=0&aufgehoben=N&keyword=abfallgesetz#det0�
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_bes_text?anw_nr=2&gld_nr=7&ugl_nr=74&bes_id=4794&menu=1&sg=0&aufgehoben=N&keyword=abfallgesetz#det0�
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_bes_text?anw_nr=2&gld_nr=7&ugl_nr=74&bes_id=4794&menu=1&sg=0&aufgehoben=N&keyword=abfallgesetz#det0�
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_vbl_detail_text?anw_nr=7&vd_id=12147&ver=8&val=12147&menu=1&vd_back=N�
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_vbl_detail_text?anw_nr=7&vd_id=12147&ver=8&val=12147&menu=1&vd_back=N�
https://recht.nrw.de/lmi/owa/br_vbl_detail_text?anw_nr=7&vd_id=12147&ver=8&val=12147&menu=1&vd_back=N�
http://www.gruene.landtag.nrw.de/cms/default/dok/371/371776.es_geht_auch_anders_wie_der_staat_beim_e.html�
http://www.gruene.landtag.nrw.de/cms/default/dok/371/371776.es_geht_auch_anders_wie_der_staat_beim_e.html�
http://www.gruene.landtag.nrw.de/cms/default/dok/371/371776.es_geht_auch_anders_wie_der_staat_beim_e.html�
http://www.gruene.landtag.nrw.de/cms/default/dok/371/371776.es_geht_auch_anders_wie_der_staat_beim_e.html�
http://rlp.juris.de/rlp/gesamt/Abf_AltLastG_RP.htm�
http://rlp.juris.de/rlp/gesamt/Abf_AltLastG_RP.htm�
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state of Saarland 
(Saarländisches 
Abfallwirtschaftsgesetz - 
SAWG) 

http://www.umweltserver.s
aarland.de/Landesrecht/2
_Quellen/21_Quellen/212
_Quellen/2128_Quellen/2
128-2.pdf  

 

 

Saarland (procurement policy) of 16 
September 2008 (section 1.3, 4.1, 4.2) 
Ministry of Finance, to be found at:  

http://web43.d2-
1066.ncsrv.de/text_files/file_1223442083.pdf 

 

Saxony § 1 (3) of the waste 
management and soil 
protection act of the state 
of Saxony (Sächsisches 
Abfallwirtschafts- und 
Bodenschutzgesetz - 
SächsABG) 

http://www.revosax.sachs
en.de/Details.do?sid=749
5111692440&jlink=p10&ja
bs=18  

 

Act governing public 
procurement in the Free 
State of Saxony 
(Sächsisches 
Vergabegesetz – 
SächsVergabeG) of 8 July 

Regulation of the state government of 
Saxony for the implementation of the Saxon 
procurement act (Sächsische 
Vergabedurchführungsverordnung - 
SächsVergabeDVO) 

http://www.smwa.sachsen.de/set/431/S%C3
%A4chsVergabeDVO.pdf 

 

Regulation on the “use of indigenous timber 
in the construction activities of the Free 
State of Saxony” pursuant to the circular of 
the Finance Ministry of 24 March 2005 (not 
published) – contained in the administrative 
regulation of 4 December 2005 (SächsABl. 
SDr. S. p. 797) 

 

Ordinance of 25.08.2008 on the 
consideration of environmental protection in 

“Green public procurement – 
easier than anyone thought” 
(“Umweltfreundliche Beschaffung 
– einfacher als gedacht”) policy 
document of the Saxon State 
Ministry of the Environment and 
Agriculture, to be found at: 
http://www.umwelt.sachsen.de/u
mwelt/download/klima/umweltfre
undl_beschaffg_broschuere.pdf. 

The public procurement act of 
the state of Saxony is currently 
being revised under the aegis of 
the economics ministry. The 
ministry does not consider it 
necessary to introduce 
environmental concerns, as it is 
argued that these are already 
given sufficient consideration in 
federal regulations. 

http://www.umweltserver.saarland.de/Landesrecht/2_Quellen/21_Quellen/212_Quellen/2128_Quellen/2128-2.pdf�
http://www.umweltserver.saarland.de/Landesrecht/2_Quellen/21_Quellen/212_Quellen/2128_Quellen/2128-2.pdf�
http://www.umweltserver.saarland.de/Landesrecht/2_Quellen/21_Quellen/212_Quellen/2128_Quellen/2128-2.pdf�
http://www.umweltserver.saarland.de/Landesrecht/2_Quellen/21_Quellen/212_Quellen/2128_Quellen/2128-2.pdf�
http://www.umweltserver.saarland.de/Landesrecht/2_Quellen/21_Quellen/212_Quellen/2128_Quellen/2128-2.pdf�
http://web43.d2-1066.ncsrv.de/text_files/file_1223442083.pdf�
http://web43.d2-1066.ncsrv.de/text_files/file_1223442083.pdf�
http://www.revosax.sachsen.de/Details.do?sid=7495111692440&jlink=p10&jabs=18�
http://www.revosax.sachsen.de/Details.do?sid=7495111692440&jlink=p10&jabs=18�
http://www.revosax.sachsen.de/Details.do?sid=7495111692440&jlink=p10&jabs=18�
http://www.revosax.sachsen.de/Details.do?sid=7495111692440&jlink=p10&jabs=18�
http://www.smwa.sachsen.de/set/431/S%C3%A4chsVergabeDVO.pdf�
http://www.smwa.sachsen.de/set/431/S%C3%A4chsVergabeDVO.pdf�
http://www.umwelt.sachsen.de/umwelt/download/klima/umweltfreundl_beschaffg_broschuere.pdf�
http://www.umwelt.sachsen.de/umwelt/download/klima/umweltfreundl_beschaffg_broschuere.pdf�
http://www.umwelt.sachsen.de/umwelt/download/klima/umweltfreundl_beschaffg_broschuere.pdf�
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2002, to be found at: 

http://www.smwa.sachsen
.de/set/431/saechsvergab
eg.pdf  

 

procurement and the awarding of public 
contracts in accordance with the general 
terms for the awarding of public contracts 
(Verdingungsordnung für Leistungen - 
VOL/A) in the  area of accountability of the 
Saxon State Ministry of the Environment and 
Agriculture (not published) 

 

The administrative regulation of 7 February 
2008 of the Ministry of Finance of the state 
of Saxony concerning the promotion of 
projects for the improvement of energy 
efficiency including the use of renewable 
energies in construction works in the Free 
State of Saxony (Verwaltungsvorschrift des 
Sächsischen Staatsministeriums der 
Finanzen über Förderung von Vorhaben zur 
Erhöhung der Energieeffizienz einschließlich 
Nutzung erneuerbarer Energien im 
staatlichen Hochbau des Freistaates 
Sachsen - VwV Energieeffizienz) (not 
published) 

 

Administrative regulation of the Ministry of 
Finance of the state of Saxony concerning 
budgetary and economic management 
2011(Verwaltungsvorschrift des 
Sächsischen Staatsministeriums der 
Finanzen zur Haushalts- und 
Wirtschaftsführung 2011 - VwV-HWiF 2011) 

http://www.smwa.sachsen.de/set/431/saechsvergabeg.pdf�
http://www.smwa.sachsen.de/set/431/saechsvergabeg.pdf�
http://www.smwa.sachsen.de/set/431/saechsvergabeg.pdf�
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ref. 22-H1200-250/1-56905 of 22 December 
2010 

Annex 4 (to number 3.3) Fundamental 
principles of the procurement of service 
vehicles, to be found at: 

http://list-
sachsen.de/Recht/VwV_HWiF_2011%5B1%
5D.pdf  

Saxony 
Anhalt 

§ 2 (1) of the waste 
management act of the 
state of Saxony-Anhalt 

 (Abfallgesetz des Landes 
Sachsen-Anhalt)(AbfG 
LSA) of 10 March 1998 

http://www.eigenbetrieb-
abfallentsorgung.de/Geset
ze/landesabfges.htm  

 Public procurement manual 
(guidelines for the procurement 
of supply, construction and other 
services) of 14.11.2007, to be 
found at: 

http://www.sachsen-
anhalt.de/LPSA/fileadmin/Eleme
ntbibliothek/Bibliothek_Politik_un
d_Verwaltung/Bibliothek_Wirtsch
aftsministerium/Dokumente_MW/
investieren/VHB_III.pdf  

 

Schleswig-
Holstein 

§ 2 waste management 
act for the state of 
Schleswig-Holstein 
(Landesabfallwirtschaftsg
esetz - LAbfWG) 

 

Section 10 of the rules on procurement of 
the state of Schleswig-Holstein of 25 March 
2008, Gl.No. 2006.36, Amtsblatt [officeal 
gazette] Schl.-H. 2008 p. 247, to be found 
at:  

http://shvv.juris.de/shvv/vvsh-2006.36-
0001.htm  

 

Agreement in accordance with § 59 of the 
Co-determination Act of Schleswig-Holstein 

Climate protection programme 
2009 of the state government, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Environment and Rural Areas of 
the State of Schleswig-Holstein, 
to be found at: 
http://www.schleswig-
holstein.de/cae/servlet/contentbl
ob/902956/publicationFile/Brosch
uere_Klimaschutzprog_2009.pdf. 

The Bündnis 90/Die Grünen 
faction in the state parliament 
had filed a petition to amend the 
current draft of the state 
government of Schleswig-
Holstein of an “act to promote 
the interests of medium-sized 
enterprises” 
(Mittelstandsförderungs- und 
Vergabegesetz – MFG) because, 

http://list-sachsen.de/Recht/VwV_HWiF_2011%5B1%5D.pdf�
http://list-sachsen.de/Recht/VwV_HWiF_2011%5B1%5D.pdf�
http://list-sachsen.de/Recht/VwV_HWiF_2011%5B1%5D.pdf�
http://www.eigenbetrieb-abfallentsorgung.de/Gesetze/landesabfges.htm�
http://www.eigenbetrieb-abfallentsorgung.de/Gesetze/landesabfges.htm�
http://www.eigenbetrieb-abfallentsorgung.de/Gesetze/landesabfges.htm�
http://www.sachsen-anhalt.de/LPSA/fileadmin/Elementbibliothek/Bibliothek_Politik_und_Verwaltung/Bibliothek_Wirtschaftsministerium/Dokumente_MW/investieren/VHB_III.pdf�
http://www.sachsen-anhalt.de/LPSA/fileadmin/Elementbibliothek/Bibliothek_Politik_und_Verwaltung/Bibliothek_Wirtschaftsministerium/Dokumente_MW/investieren/VHB_III.pdf�
http://www.sachsen-anhalt.de/LPSA/fileadmin/Elementbibliothek/Bibliothek_Politik_und_Verwaltung/Bibliothek_Wirtschaftsministerium/Dokumente_MW/investieren/VHB_III.pdf�
http://www.sachsen-anhalt.de/LPSA/fileadmin/Elementbibliothek/Bibliothek_Politik_und_Verwaltung/Bibliothek_Wirtschaftsministerium/Dokumente_MW/investieren/VHB_III.pdf�
http://www.sachsen-anhalt.de/LPSA/fileadmin/Elementbibliothek/Bibliothek_Politik_und_Verwaltung/Bibliothek_Wirtschaftsministerium/Dokumente_MW/investieren/VHB_III.pdf�
http://www.sachsen-anhalt.de/LPSA/fileadmin/Elementbibliothek/Bibliothek_Politik_und_Verwaltung/Bibliothek_Wirtschaftsministerium/Dokumente_MW/investieren/VHB_III.pdf�
http://shvv.juris.de/shvv/vvsh-2006.36-0001.htm�
http://shvv.juris.de/shvv/vvsh-2006.36-0001.htm�
http://www.schleswig-holstein.de/cae/servlet/contentblob/902956/publicationFile/Broschuere_Klimaschutzprog_2009.pdf�
http://www.schleswig-holstein.de/cae/servlet/contentblob/902956/publicationFile/Broschuere_Klimaschutzprog_2009.pdf�
http://www.schleswig-holstein.de/cae/servlet/contentblob/902956/publicationFile/Broschuere_Klimaschutzprog_2009.pdf�
http://www.schleswig-holstein.de/cae/servlet/contentblob/902956/publicationFile/Broschuere_Klimaschutzprog_2009.pdf�
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on the motor vehicles policy of the State of 
Schleswig-Holstein - KfzRL SH - Gl.-Nr.: 
201.39 publication reference: Amtsbl. Schl.-
H. 2002 p. 145 

 

 

 

According to a notice in the 
Amtsblatt (official gazette) of 
Schleswig-Holstein SH number 
49, p. 1054 (Gl.No. 7220.26) of 1 
December 2008, the regulations 
contained in the public 
procurement and contract award 
manual for Federal construction 
activities, 2008 edition, apply 
also to the execution by the state 
of procurement activities for 
public building services. 

among other reasons, there was 
a lack of statements on 
environmental standards (See 
forum vergabe e.V., Monatsinfo 
03/2011, p. 74; LT-Drs. 17/1227 
of 26.01.11). The plenum of the 
state parliament passed over 
responsibility for the draft 
legislation and the petition to 
amend it to the economics 
committee and for consultation 
purposes to the financial 
committee and the committee on 
the interior and legal affairs (see 
forum vergabe e.V. a.a.O.; LT-
Drs. 17/39 of 27.01.2011).  

Thuringia The Act of the state of 
Thuringia on the 
avoidance, reduction, 
recyling and disposal of 
waste (Thüringer Gesetz 
über die Vermeidung, 
Verminderung, 
Verwertung und 
Beseitigung von Abfällen - 
ThürAbfG) 

Policy on the award of public contracts 
(section 2.1, promotion of innovation, 
environmental compatibility and energy 
saving)  Thüringer Staatsanzeiger 
No.28/2010 

http://www.thueringen.de/de/tmwat/wirtschaf
t/wirtschaftsfoerderung/richtlinien/roea/ 

  The state government of 
Thuringia had brought before the 
state parliament a draft version 
of an act for Thuringia on the 
award of public contracts and the 
promotion of medium-sized 
enterprises - Thüringer Vergabe- 
und 
Mittelstandsförderungsgesetz 
(ThürVgMfG). The committee for 
economic affairs, technology and 
labour, charged with 
responsibility for this legislation, 
conducted and offered advice to 

http://www.thueringen.de/de/tmwat/wirtschaft/wirtschaftsfoerderung/richtlinien/roea/�
http://www.thueringen.de/de/tmwat/wirtschaft/wirtschaftsfoerderung/richtlinien/roea/�
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a public hearing on 18.01.2011 
(see forum vergabe e.V., 
Monatsinfo 03/2011, p. 74). 
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4.2 Contacts in the Länder 

 

Baden-Württemberg 

 

Ministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und Verkehr 
(Ministry of the Environment, Nature Conservation 
and Transport) 

Baden-Württemberg  

Organisational section, citizens’ advice  
Kernerplatz 9,  

70182 Stuttgart  

Tel.: +49 711 126 2739  

 

 

Bavaria 

 

Bayerisches Staatsministerium für 
Wirtschaft, Infrastruktur, Verkehr u. Technologie 

(Bavarian State Ministry for Economic Affairs, 
Infrastructure, Transport and Technology) 

Section I/4 Öffentliches Auftragswesen (Public 
Procurement) 
80525 Munich 

Tel:+49 89 2162 2484 

 

Bayerisches Staatsministerium für Umwelt und 
Gesundheit (Bavarian State Ministry for the 
Environment and Health). Section 87 - Integrierte 
Produktpolitik und Stoffstrommanagement 
(Integrated product policy and material flow 
management) 

Rosenkavalierplatz 2 

81925 Munich 

Tel  +49 89 9214 2414 

 

 
Berlin 

 

Senatsverwaltung für Gesundheit, Umwelt und 
Verbraucherschutz  

(Senate Department of Health, the Environment 
and Consumer Protection) 
Section III B – Abfallwirtschaft (Waste 
Management) 
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Brückenstraße 6  
10179 Berlin  
Tel:  +49 30 9025 2223 

 

 
Brandenburg 

 

Ministerium für Umwelt, Gesundheit und 
Verbraucherschutz  

(Ministry of the Environment, Health and 
Consumer Protection),  

Abteilung Umwelt, Klimaschutz, Nachhaltigkeit, 
(Environment, climate protection, sustainability 
department) 

Section 55,  

Tel.: +49 331 866 7210  

 

 

 
Bremen 

 

 

The Senator for Finances 

Rudolf-Hilferding-Platz 1 

28195 Bremen 

Tel.: +49 421 361 2263 

Tel:  +49 421 361 6060 

 

 
Hamburg 

 

Behörde für Stadtentwicklung und Umwelt ZL2 / 
Datenschutzbeauftragter & Koordinator für 
Betriebsökologie der BSU 

(Office for urban development and the 
environment ZL2 / data protection officer & 
coordinator of operational ecology at the BSU) 

Tel: +49 40 428 40 3054  

 

 
Hessen 

 

Hess. Ministerium für Umwelt, Energie, 
Landwirtschaft und Verbraucherschutz 

(State Ministry of Hessen for the Environment, 
Energy, Agriculture and Consumer Protection) 

Section I1 Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie, Umweltallianz, 



 

42 

 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit  

(sustainability strategy, environmental alliance, 
international cooperation) 

Planungskoordination (planning coordination) 

 

 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

 

 

Ministerium für Wirtschaft, Arbeit und Tourismus 
des Landes Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

(Ministry of the Economy, Labour and Tourism of 
the State of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern) 

Section 120 (competition law, public procurement, 
participations) 

Johannes- Stelling- Strasse 14,  

19053 Schwerin 

Tel.: +49 385 588 5123 

Tel.: +49 385 588 5120 

 

 
North Rhine-Westphalia 

 

Ministerium für Wirtschaft, Energie, Bauen, 
Wohnen und Verkehr des Landes Nordrhein-
Westfalen 

(Ministry of the Economy, Energy, Construction, 
Housing and Transport of the state of North Rhine-
Westphalia) 

Section II B - EU affairs, 

Basic questions of competition law, 

PPP, better legislation, procurement law 

Haroldstraße 4, 

40213 Düsseldorf 

Tel.: +49 211 837 2669 

 

 

Ministerium für Klimaschutz, Umwelt, 
Landwirtschaft, Natur- und Verbraucherschutz des 
Landes NRW  

(Ministry of Climate Protection, the Environment, 
Agriculture, Nature Conservation and Consumer 
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Protection of the state of NRW) 

Section VIII-4  

Schwannstr. 3  

40476 Düsseldorf  

Tel.: +49 211 4566 224  

 

Finanzminsterium des Landes 

Nordrhein-Westfalen 

(Finance Ministry of the State of North Rhine-
Westphalia) 

Group IV A – Vergabeportal NRW 

40190 Düsseldorf 

Tel.: +49 211 4972 2456  

 

 
Lower Saxony 

 

Nds. Ministerium für Umwelt und Klimaschutz  

(State Ministry of Lower Saxony of the 
Environment and Climate Protection) 
Section 32 "Produktverantwortung, 
Abfallvermeidung u. -verwertung" (“Product 
responsibility, waste avoidance and recycling”) 

Tel.: +49 511 120 3164  

 

Nds. Ministerium für Wirtschaft, Arbeit und 
Verkehr 

(State Ministry of Lower Saxony of the Economy, 
Labour and Transport) 

Section 24 - Wettbewerbs- und 
Energiekartellrecht, Landeskartellbehörde, 
Öffentliches Auftragswesen, Vergabekammer 
(competition and energy cartel law, state 
monopolies commission, public procurement, 
public procurement tribunal) 

Postfach 101 

30001 Hannover 

Tel: +49  511 120 5536 
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Rhineland-Palatinate Central department, organisation  

Ministerium für Umwelt. Forsten und 
Verbraucherschutz Rheinland-Pfalz 

(Ministry of the Environment, Forestry and 
Consumer Protection of the State of Rhineland-
Palatinate) 

Kaiser-Friedrich-Straße 1  

55116 Mainz  

Tel.: +49 6131 16 2460  

 

 
Saxony 

 

Sächsische Ministerium für Umwelt und 
Landwirtschaft 

(Saxon State Ministry of the Environment and 
Agriculture) 

Section 16 ,- General Administration  
Archivstraße 1, 01097 Dresden  

Postfach 10 05 10, 01076 Dresden  
Tel.: +49 351 564-2161  

 

 
Saxony-Anhalt 

 

Ministerium für Landwirtschaft und Umwelt  

(Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment 
Saxony Anhalt)  

Olvenstecter Str. 4 

39108 Magdeburg 

Tel: +49 391 567 1949 or – 01 

 

 

Saarland 

Ministerium für Umwelt, Energie und Verkehr 
(MUEV) 

(Ministry of the Environment, Energy and 
Transport) 

Budget department 

Keplerstrasse 18 

66117 Saarbrücken 

Tel.: +49 0681 501 4716 
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Schleswig-Holstein 

 

Ministerium für Landwirtschaft, Umwelt, und 
ländliche Räume des Landes Schleswig-Holstein 

(Ministry of the State of Schleswig-Holstein of 
Agriculture, the Environment and Rural Areas) 

Mercatorstraße3 

24106 Kiel 

Tel.: +49 0431 988 0 

 

 
Thuringia 

 

Thüringer Ministerium für Landwirtschaft, 
Naturschutz und Umwelt 

(Ministry of the State of Thuringia of Agriculture, 
Nature Conservation and the Environment) 

Section 17 

Nachhaltige Entwicklung (sustainable 
development) 

Beethovenstraße 3  

99096 Erfurt 

Tel: +49 361 379 9180  
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