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ISO standards …1

• Technical Committee 191 first 

met in1987

• Canada provided chairmanship 

and secretariat

• Initially 7 countries involved 

then grew to 15

• Driven by the fur trade, but 

included all trapping

• Included kill and restraining 

traps

Kill traps

Restraining traps



ISO standards …2

• For most of 10 years a 3min time 

to irreversible unconsciousness 

was accepted

• With additional countries, could 

not get agreement on a time to 

unconsciousness

• Standard became a testing 

standard with no welfare 

thresholds included – agreement 

reached in 1997

• Thresholds could be set by 

individual countries
http://www.caht.ca/trap-standards-development-historical-perspectives-

by-neal-jotham-chairman-iso-tc191-1987-present/



Agreement on International Humane 

Trapping Standards

• Tripartite agreement between EU, Canada, and Russian 

Federation. The USA signed a similar but separate 

agreement with the EU.

• Furs could be imported into the EU if “there are adequate 

administrative or legislative provisions in force to prohibit 

the use of the leghold trap; OR – the trapping methods used 

for the species listed in Annex I meet internationally agreed 

humane trapping standards.”



AIHTS times to unconsciousness



New Zealand trap-testing 

guidelines

• Based on the ISO standard

• National Animal Welfare 

Advisory Committee 

guideline

• Includes killing and 

restraining traps

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/mpisearch#stq=guideline+09&stp=1



Trap-testing guidelines

• It has A & B classes

• For kill traps:

 Class A = 30 sec

 Class B = 3 min

• Minimum sample size is 10

• 10 of 10 animals must be 

rendered irreversibly unconscious

Maximum allowable number of animals retaining corneal reflexes after 3 and 5 
minutes
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Trap-testing 

guidelines

Also includes 

guidelines for 

testing capture 

efficiency and target 

selectivity



Kill trap testing

• 89 trap tests 

including 22 rodent 

tests

• 37 tests passed the 

guideline
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• Live capture target animals and 

acclimatise them to captivity

• Individually house animals in testing 

arenas or pens

• Set up traps and video cameras

• Sit in the dark with thumb

poised over stopwatch (it cannot be 

done remotely)

• Rat tests costs c. €7,000

Pen trials



Rat traps that have passed the guideline

Norway rat Ship rat

DOC150 √

DOC200 √

DOC250 √ √

Victor Professional with shroud √

Nooski √

Modified Victor Professional √

Goodnature A24 √

Modified Snap-E in PF tunnel √

T-Rex/Tomcat in PF tunnel √

No tests have been done with mice



Ship rats vs Norway rats

• Ship rats average 

wt = 120g

• Norway rats 

average wt = 300g

1
3

Note: tape on trap 

to cover hole for 

observing blinking 

response



Victor professional 

snap-back trap

• Orientation of the 

animal when struck 

is critical for killing 

performance

• Test must include 

the set 

(tunnel/shroud) and 

baiting!!!

Tested & passed on 

ship rats & stoats

Not tested

Tested & passed on 

Norway rats



Traps and tunnels

• T-Rex rat trap failed in 

commercially supplied 

and recommended 

tunnels (side approach)

• Passed in a wooden 

PFNZ tunnel (front 

approach)

Failed

Failed

Passed



Baiting

Bait positioning is 

critical for ensuring 

effective strike 

location 



10 out of 10 – the process

Failed

Modified (trap, set, baiting)

Re-tested

Failed

Modified (trap, set, baiting)

Re-tested

Passed



Trap copies – Are they the same?

Graham’s rat trap

T-Rex/Tomcat rat trap

Hippo rat trap



Issues/discussion points…1

• Tests must include the set and baiting

• What time-to-unconsciousness is acceptable?

• Can copies be mechanically tested or just assumed to meet 

the standards

– Fairness: commercial issue as someone has paid for testing and copies piggy-back on this

– Benefit for animals if less are used for testing (if only do mechanical test)

• Trap modifications (minor) – does a trap need to be re-
tested?



Issues/discussion points…2

• Used traps – does spring power decline? Should traps be 
sprung 50+ times before testing? 

• Animal size – how to test for a range of weights 
(representative sample or pick animals hardest to kill?)

• Sample size and statistic power

• Capture efficiency – significant additional cost






