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Background 

• Mammals and birds strictly 

protected

• All kind of use of traps is 

regulated by law

• Animals shall not be exposed 

to unnecessary suffering

• Jointly developed system

• The Swedish Environmental 

Protection Agency provides a 

list of approved traps
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Current regulations
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• Specific regulations regarding 

approval of traps
- Latest version from 2013

• Clearly specified requirements
- Animals not exposed to    

unnecessary suffering

- Selectivity

- People and property not exposed 

to danger

• Approval of design and type 

• Specific number for each type

• Possible to build the traps 

yourself 



Approval process

2019-08-09Naturvårdsverket | Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 4

• Application is made to the 

Swedish Environmental 

Protection Agency

• Test results attached

• Requirements for the test 

institute

• Varying test procedure for 

different kind of traps



Alternatives to the existing system 
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• General requirements regarding design and effect

• Users responsibility for efficiency

• Application for each use

• Advantages of the existing system

- Easy for users and regulators

- Minimizing the risk for unnecessary suffering

- Good control of approved traps



Notification of traps used within the EU 
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• Traps tested in other member states may be 

used after notification

• Animal welfare and safety level equivalent to 

the Swedish

• Documentation of approval from a national 

authority

• Traps that do not meet the Swedish 

requirements

• Principle of mutual recognition



Conclusions
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• Focus on animal welfare
- Meets the legal requirements

- Good control and easy for users and regulators

- Time consuming

- Higher costs

- Fewer traps approved

- Little focus on efficiency

• Jointly developed system
- Short contact paths

• Test institutes meeting the standards
- Few and government based

• No regulation of sales
- Awareness of the existing systems 


