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1. What is UBA’s Mandate?
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2. Development of Packaging Waste Generation & Recycling in the EU
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3. Environmentally Friendly Packaging Design and the Waste Hierarchy
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Increasing input of 
secondary raw materials

avoid packaging, 
fit size to content, 
reduce material intensity, 
use refillable packaging

Reducing packaging to a 
minimum (volume, mass)
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Other recovery
e.g. energy recovery

Disposal

Recycling

Waste prevention

Preparing for re-use design packaging for several
cycles of re-use

design packaging for
recycling,
use recyclates if possible
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1. What is Recyclability?
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Current law

• No legal definition for
recyclability

• Recycling definition (WFD)

• Essential requirements (PPWD): 
packaging design must enable 
recycling

Envisaged objectives

• High-quality recycling (CEAP)

• Use of recyclates; mandatory
recycled content targets

• Saving virgin resource material

• Reinforcement of Essential 
Requirements to promote high-
quality recycling

Recyclability for high-quality recycling as a design guideline



1. What is Recyclability?

High-quality mechanical recycling

➢To enable feeding back into the product cycle for circular economy

Not only theoretically recyclable 

➢To prevent greenwashing

Practice of sorting and recycling on the market

➢To support meeting recycling targets
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Reference points for recyclability:



1. What is Recyclability?

Minimum Standard for Determining the Recyclability of Packaging 

Subject to System Participation (section 21 (3) Packaging Act)

Recyclability:

▪ Refers to high-quality mechanical recycling 

mechanical recycling: new, physically identical material is produced or the 

material remains available for another material use (s. 3 (19) Packaging Act)

▪ Fundamental and gradual suitability of any given packaging to 

substitute virgin material in applications typical for that material 

after undergoing recycling processes available in an industrial scale.
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2. Determining the Recyclability of Packaging Waste in Germany

How to Determine the Recyclability of Packaging?
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Minimum Standard by Central Agency Packaging Register and UBA – 3 criteria:

1) Availability of sorting and recycling infrastructure (for high-quality    
mechanical recycling) for this packaging

2) Sortability of the packaging, separability of its components 

3) No recycling incompatibilities of packaging components or substances

Available recyclable content determines the (maximum) recyclability
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2. Determining the Recyclability of Packaging Waste in Germany

Availability of Sorting and Recycling Infrastructure
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2. Determining the Recyclability of Packaging Waste in Germany

Sortability
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Not sortable packaging assigned to residual or wrong fraction

Source: Appendix 2 of the Minimum Standard by Central Agency Packaging Register and UBA



2. Determining the Recyclability of Packaging Waste in Germany

Material-specific Recycling Incompatibilities
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Leading to reduced quality of the recycled material
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Source: Appendix 3 of the Minimum Standard by Central Agency Packaging Register and UBA



26/03/2021 13

Thank you for your
Attention
Anja Gerdung, LL.M. (Auckland)

Section III 1.6 Plastics and Packaging

Subsection Implementation of the Packaging Act

anja.gerdung@uba.de

Jasmin Boße

Section III 1.6 Plastics and Packaging

jasmin.bosse@uba.de

www.uba.de
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