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Revision of the Drinking Water Directive:
How to harmonise materials and products in contact with
drinking water?
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• The European Drinking Water is an alliance of 30 European trade 
associations representing industries supplying materials and products 
in contact with drinking water:

�Manufacturers of raw materials (metals, plastics, elastomers, 
silicones, etc.)

�Manufacturers of products (Pumps, pipes, valves, taps, fittings, water 
treatment, water heaters, catering equipment, seals, etc.)

About us
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What are materials and products in contact 
with drinking water?

Pipes Water meters Hoses Taps

Pumps Water heaters Valves Gaskets



europeandrinkingwater.eu Page 4

Our Members
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• European Drinking Water supports the development of a harmonised
EU-wide regulatory framework as a way to safeguard equal drinking 
water quality for the consumers across Europe and improve the 
competitiveness and innovation capability of the European 
industry. 

Our mission
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Context
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What is the issue?

• The Drinking Water Directive (currently under revision) led to the 
proliferation of national provisions to ensure the hygienic safety of 
materials and products in contact with drinking water

• Member States have often adopted divergent provisions, while some 
Member States still do not have any scheme to assess the safety of 
such materials and products 
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What is the current situation?
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• Different levels of consumer protection across EU Member States. 

• A fragmentation of the EU internal market 

• Endangering the competitiveness of the European industry by 
imposing significant financial and administrative burden

• Hindering innovation: companies lack of incentives to put innovative 
products on the market

What are the consequences?  
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• “Several Member States have set up their own approval systems for 
products in contact with drinking water, for which mutual recognition 
provisions mostly do not work and (these approval system) have been 
identified as an obstacle to the internal market”

• “The Article 10 provisions do not work well and represent a long term 
challenge to the provision of clean and healthy drinking water in the 
EU”

These conclusions are taken from the Commission REFIT EVALUATION of the Drinking 
Water Directive 98/83/EC (December 2016)

Summary
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What is the Commission proposal?
Assessment of the Commission proposal
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• The Commission proposal on the DWD states that:

� Hygienic requirements for materials and products in contact with 
drinking water are set under the Construction Products Regulation

� Development of European standards for construction products in 
contact with drinking water

What is the Commission proposal to address 
this issue?
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The Commission proposal is insufficient in providing harmonisation:

�It will create significant loopholes: several products in contact with 
drinking water are not covered by the CPR (e.g. pumps, water heaters, 
hoses, water meters, and so on) and will not be harmonised

� Standards under the CPR usually only define test methods and do not 
set the hygienic requirements against which products should be 
tested.

Assessment of the Commission proposal
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Many products will be excluded from 
harmonisation

Pipes Water meters Hoses Taps

Pumps Water heaters Valves Gaskets
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What is the solution?
EDW position
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EDW supports a full harmonisation of hygienic requirements and test methods on 
drinking water applications:

• List of substances allowed in the production of materials (organic materials, 
elastomers, cement, metals, etc.) in contact with drinking water

• Other requirements mainly related to products

• Test methods

• A system to identify products in contact with drinking water compliant with EU 
legislation

EDW Position
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To ensure full harmonisation and high safety standards all over Europe, the revised 
Drinking Water Directive should:

1. Give the mandate to EU institutions to adopt legally binding acts to harmonise
hygienic requirements on materials and products in contact with drinking water

2. Include a review clause requiring the Commission to evaluate progress in 
harmonisation

3. Ensure a link between the Drinking Water Directive and the CPR: harmonised
standards under the CPR refer to the legally binding acts adopted under the 
Drinking Water Directive (see point 1)

4. Encourage Member States to apply CPR standards to products not covered by
the CPR only for drinking water purposes

EDW solution



europeandrinkingwater.eu Page 18

EDW solution

EU health and environmental policy EU internal market policy

Revised Drinking Water Directive (DWD) Construction products regulation (CPR)

1) Legally binding acts harmonising

hygienic requirements:

- List of substances allowed in materials 

in contact with drinking water

- Other generic hygienic requirements

European standards for construction 

products include:

- Test methods

- Requirements easily manageable 

under standards

- System to identify products in 

contact with drinking water 

compliant with EU legislation

INTERFACE CPR/DWD

European standards would 

refer to delegated acts �

construction products in line 

with delegated acts can be 

marketed throughout the EU

2) Encouragement for Member States to 

apply standards for construction products 

to non-construction products only for 

drinking water purposes

Potential harmonisation of all

products in contact with 

drinking water

The Commission will assess this system and take appropriate measures if needed (Review Clause under the revised DWD)
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EDW proposed solution would:

• Ensure that all EU citizens enjoy the same degree of human health 
protection

• Deepen the EU internal market

• Stimulate the competitiveness of the EU industry and job creation

• Promote the development of innovative technologies and resource-
efficient products

Benefits of the EDW solution
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Web Mail Phone Secretariat
europeandrinkingwater.eu info@eudw.eu +32 2 741 82 87 Avenue de Cortenbergh 71

1000 Brussels, Belgium

Thank you for your attention!


