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Building upon existing works – Tomorrow‘s Cities (2017)
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Concept of „Twofold Inner Urban Development“

• Informs debate in Germany since 2006 

• Reduction of land consumption through dense urban 
development and improved, new and connected urban green

Focus on mobility spaces:

• New spatial potentials by integrating urban development, 
green spaces and sustainable mobility

• Impacts land use, climate protection and adaption, 
environmental qualities such as noise, air quality, green space 
and human health

• Involvement of German Institute for Urban Affairs (Difu)

Guiding research question: 

• How can the integration of the aforementioned aspects 
contribute to improved living conditions and resilient urban 
structures?

• What governance solutions are required for the spatialand
sectoral integration?

Qualitative Inner Urban Development
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Qualitative Inner Urban Development – Green Spaces
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WP 1 Quality Inner Urban Development

1) BBSR 2022; 2) GerES V (2014-2017), 3) BBSR 2017 : Photo: Alice Schröder
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Average of 30 – 40 % green space per 

total build area 1

Ca. 6 – 13 m2 of recreational space per 

person 1

More than 25 % of youth in urban areas 

cannot reach a green space within 10 
minutes from residence 2

Youth from social disadvantaged families 

travel on average longer to green 

spaces than those from more privileged 
families 2

Orientation value: 20 m2 per person
urban green 3



Qualitative Inner Urban Development - Construction
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WP 1 Quality Inner Urban Development

1) BBSR 2022; 2) Davy 1996 3) Bundesregierung 2022: Photo: Alice Schröder: 
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About 36,000 ha. of inner urban areas have 

been activated 2012-2020 1

Currently an estimated 84,000 ha. of inner 

urban development potentials exist in Germany 1

Inner urban development is important for 
growing as well as shrinking cities 2

Political goal: 400,000 new dwellings per year 3



Qualitative Inner Urban Development - Mobility
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1) DeStatis 2022; 2) BMUV, UBA 2022 3) UBA 2017. Photo: Karl Eckert
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Average of 580 automobiles per 1,000 
residents nationwide 1

75 % of residents experience negative 

impacts of traffic noise 2

Vision for cities > 100.000 inhabitants: 150 
automobiles per 1,000 residents 3



Qualitative Inner Urban Development – Strengthening Integrated Perspectives
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• Strong demand for qualitative living 
space, both environmentally and 
socially

• Concepts for solving conflicting 
interests required 

• Displaying urban green spaces as the 
true „multi-talents“ that they are

• Reducing private motorized transport 
(i.e. more public transport and active 
mobility) can contribute to 
environmental protection, health-
promoting transport and a better 
quality of life in cities
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Qualitative Inner Urban Develoment – Next steps
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Further Plan for AdNEB Activities

• Contribute to integrated and inter-sectoral planning procedures by 
engaging with relevant stakeholders, understanding the various user 
interest and identifying important governance mechanisms. 

• Further informing the running research agenda of the German 
Environment Agency 

• Networking with actors both within and outside of the German 
national context
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Thank you.

Karl Eckert

Scientific Advisor

Department for Sustainable Spatial Development, Environmental Assessment
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karl.eckert@uba.de

AdNEB Website: 

https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/en/research-project-adneb-advancing-the-new-european

mailto:karl.eckert@uba.de


Discussion Questions

Open Questions for the Discussion

• For which environmentally relevant challenges does the concept of qualitative 

inner urban development offer solutions?

• Which challenges exist when integrating the fields of inner urban development 

(construction), green infrastructure and mobility. Are there already potential 

solutions?

• How can we better integrate built space, green space and mobility as important 

urban spatial functions and how can we support stakeholders in 

implementation? 



Sources

DAVY, B. (1996): BAULANDSICHERUNG: URSACHE ODER LÖSUNG EINES RAUMORDNUNGSPOLITISCHEN PARADOXONS. IN: ZEITSCHRIFT FÜR VERWALTUNG. 
BAND 21, NR. 2, 1996, S. 193–208.

BUNDESMINISTERIUM FÜR UMWELT, NATURSCHUTZ, NUKLEARE SICHERHEIT UND VERBRAUCHERSCHUTZ (BMUV); UMWELTBUNDESAMT (UBA) (2022). 
UMWELTBEWUSSTSEIN IN DEUTSCHLAND 2020, ERGEBNISSE EINER REPRÄSENTATIVEN BEVÖLKERUNGSUMFRAGE, 
HTTPS://WWW.UMWELTBUNDESAMT.DE/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/MEDIEN/479/PUBLIKATIONEN/UBS_2020_0.PDF

BÖHM, J., BÖHME, C., BUNZEL, A., KÜHNAU, C., LANDUA, D., REINKE, M. (2016). URBANES GRÜN IN DER DOPPELTEN INNENENTWICKLUNG. HEFT NR. 444. BFN: 
LEIPZIG. 

BUNDESINSTITUT FÜR BAU-, STADT- UND RAUMFORSCHUNG (BBSR) (HRSG.) (2022): BAULAND- UND INNENENTWICKLUNGSPOTENZIALE IN DEUTSCHEN STÄDTEN 
UND GEMEINDEN. BBSR-ONLINE-PUBLIKATION 11/2022, BONN.

BUNDESINSTITUT FÜR BAU-, STADT- UND RAUMFORSCHUNG (BBSR) (HRSG.) (2017): HANDLUNGSZIELE FÜR STADTGRÜN UND DEREN EMPIRISCHE EVIDENZ:  
INDIKATOREN, KENN- UND ORIENTIERUNGSWERTE, BONN. 
HTTPS://WWW.BBSR.BUND.DE/BBSR/DE/VEROEFFENTLICHUNGEN/SONDERVEROEFFENTLICHUNGEN/2018/HANDLUNGSZIELE-STADTGRUEN-
DL.PDF;JSESSIONID=08144FB58C4F3E33974BBDE4670E169D.LIVE21304?__BLOB=PUBLICATIONFILE&V=1

UMWELTBUNDESAMT (UBA) (2017). DIE STADT FÜR MORGEN: UMWELTSCHONEND MOBIL – LÄRMARM – GRÜN – KOMPAKT – DURCHMISCHT. 
UMWELTBUNDESAMT: DESSAU. 
HTTPS://WWW.UMWELTBUNDESAMT.DE/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/MEDIEN/421/PUBLIKATIONEN/20170505_STADT_VON_MORGEN_2_AUFLAGE_WEB.PDF


