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Challenge
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Source: Project Proposal in 2016



Challenge

Substances in articles lack of transparency
… in a dynamic regulatory Environment



Benchmarking of tools and industry needs

Material Data 
System (MDS)

„Full“ Material 
Declaration

(FMD)
Interoperability

& Security Governance

• Database: Suppliers
report (all)
substances in 
materials and (part-) 
articles

• Bill of Materials 
(BOM) 
(Structure tree)

• Full declaration 
„beyond compliance“

• Restricted Substance
List (RSL; REACH, 
RoHS…)

• Compliance 
Declaration

• FMD – 10% „Joker“
• Interoperability (e.g. 

IPC 175x, IEC 62474)
• Access control
• Data protection nnd

integrity

• „Steering Committee“
• Contractual

obligations
• Trust
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From reporting of SVHCs to …
traceability of substances in articles



EU Policy context: Green Deal
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Ambition of inter-sectoral communication standards

Automotive, aerospace & defence, 
chemicals, electrical and electronics, 
furniture, home textiles, insulation, 
medical devices, metalworking and 
metal articles textiles and sporting 
goods 



Recommendations

Proactive Alliance 7

See https://www.proactive-alliance.info/our-progress

1. Harmonisation of criteria for Substance 
Reporting Lists (SRL)

2. Harmonisation of Material Reporting Standards
“Ensure any standard is compatible with Full 
Material Declaration (FMD) reporting and 
supports the Regulatory Compliance Declaration 
(RCD)”

3. Cooperation at a global level

https://www.proactive-alliance.info/our-progress


AskREACH goals

• Support proactive communication on SVHCs in articles
• Mid-time perspective: Full traceability

• Practical test of „state-of-the-art“ IT-tool by iPoint

• Feasibility studies in different supply chain contexts
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Set up of Feasibility Studies

• Pilots and their suppliers benefit from free of charge
access to test the tool

• Participation of pilots in tool specifications (regulations, 
declaration types, tolerances) 

• Flexible starting point for tool test, according to company 
preferences 
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Initial Set Up and MasterData
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Send out requests to suppliers

Visit https://www.askreach.eu/supply-chain-tool/ to see the video sequence (5:26–7:46) 

https://www.askreach.eu/supply-chain-tool/
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Answer requests as a supplier
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Response from the pilot company perspective

Visit https://www.askreach.eu/supply-chain-tool/ to see the video sequence (18:17–18:31) 

https://www.askreach.eu/supply-chain-tool/


• „Very helpful communication tool for Substances in Articles”

• „The benefit of the tool lies in the full declaration. This saves time for me when reviewing 
new regulated substances and I do not need to request existing articles again, unless there 
are fundamental changes (e.g. change to other plastics)”

• Tool is less complex and easier to work with than expected

• Time invest for pilot participation in Supply Chain Action is less than expected (approx. 15 
hours) – simple case study

• Pilot considers to work with the tool beyond AskREACH
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Pilot Feedback



Why Traceability of SiA?

• Support Compliance today – and tomorrow
…also with a view to circular economy (avoid „toxic material cycles“)

• More effective and efficient (risk) management: Suppliers and processes

• Data source for product design 

• Foundation for credible transparency for consumer

• …all can contribute to: New business models
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Interested „pilots“ 
are welcome

• Information, Flyer, Supply Chain Communication Tool Video-Tutorials 
(English): https://www.askreach.eu/supply-chain-tool/

• Email: askreach@sofia-research.com

• National webinars on Supply Chain Communication in 2021 
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https://www.askreach.eu/supply-chain-tool/
mailto:askreach@sofia-research.com
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