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AskREACH and SCIP

AskREACH Database

• Proposal submission: 2016
Kick-off: September 2017

• Motives behind AskREACH already 
presented

• European app Scan4Chem, linked 
with AskREACH database

• Positive feedback received from 
presentations at 
national/international events
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Database

• WFD amendment (EU 2018/851) came into force 
July 2018

• WFD (Article 9 – Waste prevention) linked to 
REACH Regulation (Art.33 – Communication of 
SVHCs in articles)

• ECHA: new database with article SVHC 
information. Access to waste operators/recyclers 
and consumers

• Public call for input (Fall 2018)

• SCIP workshops (2018 & 2019)

• SCIP IT user group (UBA-AskREACH participation)



ECHA supports AskREACH
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• ECHA support letter (at project submission - August
2016)

“We aim to work closely with the project team and play an
active role in the development and promotion of the project”,
“We are ready to develop our potential role in the project’s
“After LIFE”.

• New Statement of support (March 2019)

Databases serve the same purposes. Because they have
different approaches, they complete each other. AskREACH is
further supported and promoted by ECHA. ECHA and
AskREACH are in contact to discuss further synergies.

• “SCIP – AskREACH databases: Separate ways,
similar goals”

Released document explaining to companies the differences
between the two databases and highlighting the need for
both to exist (will be available with the presentation)



Databases – similarities and differences

Focus SVHC substitution
Art. 33 implementation/compliance

SVHC substitution
Prevention of hazardous waste 

generation
Support circular economy

Content Products with/without SVHCs > 0.1% Products with SVHCs > 0.1%

Target groups Consumers and suppliers
(incl. retailers)

Waste operators, recyclers, consumers 
and suppliers (excl. retailers)

Data submission Voluntary
Bulk upload

Barcode range declaration
Additional article information possible

Mandatory
Bulk as well as system-to-system 

upload (IUCLID)
Additional article information possible

Dissemination of information Scan4Chem smartphone app
Automatic response to SVHC 

information requests

Platform within the ECHA website 
(using existing ECHA IT infrastructure)

Identifiers Barcode (GTIN, Proprietary),
Article Name, Brand

ECHA UID (voluntary).
Identifiers already in use

(EAN, UPC, Catalogue Nr., etc.)

Data responsibility Information is publicly available. 
Responsibility for data correctness and updating lies with the supplier

The Project LIFE
AskREACH (No. LIFE16
GIE/DE/000738) is
funded by the LIFE
Programme of the
European Union



Project Timelines
AskREACH present timeline SCIP timeline (roughly)

Fall 2019

•October: phased App-Launch

•Supply chain tool usable

Early 2020

•Campaigns put on hold (CoVid-19 pandemic)

•App-transfer and campaign replication in other
EU MSs

•New Scan4Chem app version released

•AskREACH database: Bulk upload upgraded, 
Barcode range declaration

•Campaigns intensifying

•Scan4Chem app available in 15 countries

Autumn

•Campaigns ongoing

•App-transfer und campaign replication in other
EU MSs

Fall 2019

• Technical IT-documentation

• IT Architecture: IUCLID format

• SCIP IT user group established (AskREACH invited)

Early 2020

• Database: Development of prototype version
(Basic functions)

Summer 2020

• Transposition of the Directive from EU MSs

• SCIP Beta version available and tested

October
2020

• SCIP V.1 release

• Phase 1 – Able to receive notifications from the 
industry and process them in the database

January 2021

• Industry provides all SVHC article information

• Phase 2 – Establishment of information 
dissemination to waste operators/recyclers and 
consumers (by end of 2021)



Cooperation potential

• Common database suggestion → rejected (too 
complicated, legally not possible)

• 2 harmonised databases with common, 
synchronised Frontend for data submission
(ressource efficiency) → rejected (information
requirements, different identifiers, non-/mandatory
submission)

• Smartphone-App: potentially valuable add-on for
disseminating information to consumers

Explored
synergies



Cooperation potential

• Different timelines

• ECHA is legally mandated: develop & maintain WFD database

• Harmonisation between MSs required for SCIP data
submission

• Different information requirements between consumers and 
waste operators: “Article definition”

• AskREACH: End-product that has the barcode on (may differ in each 
packaging of the same item)

• SCIP: Item and packaging are considered separate articles

• Different identifiers. GTIN usage is voluntary for SCIP

Obstacles



Cooperation potential

• Regular meetings and information exchange between 
the projects to explore synergies

• AskREACH access to SCIP data is accepted to the extent
that the legal framework permits

• Access of AskREACH to SCIP information through a mapped 
data procedure that will access only the final article SVHC 
information

• Articles not present in SCIP don‘t necessarily correspond to 
articles with SVHC <0.1%!!!

• ECHA role to AskREACH „After-LIFE“ plan is under 
discussion and heavily depends on mandate from EC

Future 
collaboration



Why use AskREACH as well?
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• SVHC requests delivered to the proper E-Mail address. Overview of requests.

• Increasing marketing opportunity through transparency:

Submission of article information with < 0,1% SVHCs.

• Bulk Upload, submission of whole Barcode ranges

(< 0,1% SVHC) possible.

Minimal additional workload compared to the benefits.

• Possibility to provide additional information about articles and their safe use.

• Suppliers do not have to answer each inquiry individually. Further support is 
provided in the form of response templates, simplified update of submitted data, etc.

• Automatic and immediate access to SVHC information for customers at the point of 
sale. Uphold the legislative obligation to tell efficiently and customer-friendly 
Europe-wide.

• SCIP compliance – Communication of the “bad” article information ≠ AskREACH 

presents the “good” article information instead.

Source: Pixabay



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION!

Project Website:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=de.uba.scan4chem

https://itunes.apple.com/de/app/sca
n4chem/id1205416098

www.askreach.eu

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=de.uba.scan4chem
https://itunes.apple.com/de/app/scan4chem/id1205416098

