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Background

Raw material and resource extraction has significant impacts 
on the environment. They occur not only at extraction but 
at processing, treatment and transport. The most common 
environmental impacts are water pollution and soil contami-
nation, threats to habitats and degradation of land, especially 
in open-cast mining, which often cannot be restored after 
completion of the mining activities. Extraction often leads to 
social impacts, in particular for the local population. These 
risks are increased by rising global demand and weak enforce-
ment of environmental and social standards e.g. in developing 
countries and emerging economies.

Impacts of raw material extraction do not occur at the place 
where the commodities are actually utilised, because they are 
mostly exported. Countries importing raw materials, including 
Germany as one of the biggest importers of industrial metals, 
therefore have a special responsibility. 

International approaches are needed to reduce the environ-
mental impacts of raw material extraction at a global scale. 
However, there is no comprehensive international law specifi-
cally on regulating extraction or pertinent environmental and 
social standards. Existing treaties only address some issues 
relating to mining, have gaps or establish vague obligations.

The German Resources Strategy of 2010 stresses that a 
secure, sustainable and as far as possible transparent supply 
with raw materials can only be achieved through interna-
tional cooperation. The German government has worked in 
the G7/G8 and the G20 towards putting this issue on the 
international agenda.

Project objectives and content

The research project will assess and further develop suitable 
governance instruments which can foster, establish and 
enforce global standards for environmentally and socially 
sound raw material extraction. The project team will analyse 
how international law and other, non-binding international 
instruments can be used to advance environmentally sound 
extraction of abiotic raw materials. To this end, it will use 
a set of analysis criteria, case studies, and implementation 
reports from selected countries.

Approach

 ▸ Stocktake and assessment of existing international 
law, soft law instruments, and German or  European 
measures with extraterritorial effect, related to 
 extraction of abiotic raw materials

 ▸ Specific policy options and recommendations

Project structure

Integrated: WP 5: Scientific 
 discourse

WP 1: Stocktake & analysis of barriers

WP 2: Further development of the current framework

WP 4: International Conference

WP 1.0 Framework for analysis

Specific policy recommendations

WP 1.1 
 International Law

Project  Management

WP 3: 
Ad hoc analysis 

& advice

WP 1.4  Case studies WP 1.5 Effectiveness check

WP 1.2 Soft Law & 
Standards

WP 1.3 National & 
 European Instruments

Meetings of the 
 Resources Advisory 

Body

Expert Workshops

Project meetings



Research study for the Federal 
Environment Agency (UBA) – 
brief overview

The research project’s objective is to assess and further 
develop suitable governance instruments which can foster, 
establish and enforce global standards for environmentally 
sound raw material extraction.

It will analyse how international law and other interna-
tional cooperation and policy instruments can be used to 
advance environmentally sound extraction of abiotic raw 
materials. The project also includes ad hoc analyses and 
advice as well as convening two workshops and an interna-
tional conference.

The research focuses on abiotic raw materials (metals and 
ore, other minerals and fossil raw materials) and their ex-
traction, treatment, transport and processing.

It will develop specific recommendations to the German 
government on how better use can be made of international 
governance and international law to foster environmental 
and social standards in raw material supply.
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