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In Romania, efforts to develop water manage-

ment infrastructure have been concentrated 

mainly on large cities and their surrounding 

areas – with the result that disparities between 

urban agglomerations and rural areas in the 

quality of water supply and waste water dispos-

al are growing.  

The development of water management infra-

structure adapted to local conditions in rural 

areas is an essential prerequisite for the long-

term sustainable development of these areas. 

Water supply and waste water disposal systems 

must therefore be expanded and/or technically 

upgraded to sufficient standards. 

This project was prompted by the finding that 

many relatively sparsely populated regions of 

Romania with attractive landscapes often lack 

the infrastructure they need to develop along 

sustainable and environmentally sound lines.  

Furthermore, as member of the European Union, 

Romania is obliged to implement Directive 

91/271/EEC on urban waste water treatment 

and Directive 98/83/EC on the quality of water 

intended for human consumption.  

The aim of the project was to lay the founda-

tions for the planning of water management 

infrastructure projects in close cooperation with 

the Romanian local authorities in the project 

area. To safeguard the particular attractiveness 

of the area, it was necessary to take environ-

mental and nature conservation concerns in 

particular into account in water management 

planning. In addition, advice was given as to 

potential sources of funding for the various pro-

jects. 

For the municipalities Tomeşti, Pietroasa and 

Fârdea in the county Timiş and Brebu Nou und 

Văliug in the county Caraş-Severin in western 

Romania, site-adapted proposals were devel-

oped as examples of how water supply and 

waste water disposal can be improved as well as 

for water and flood protection, and recommen-

dations were given for actions to implement 

them. For each municipality, the proposals and 

recommendations were summarized in a munic-

ipal development concept for the water sector 

and translated into Romanian. 

 


