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A transnational exchange platform for the management 
of large carnivores in the Dinaric region 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background  
The Dinaric region in the Western Balkans is one of the most biologically 
diverse regions in Europe. It is also home to the three large carnivores 
bear, wolf and lynx, divided between EU and non-EU member states. 
Given the extensive ranges of these species, transnational coordination 
for their management is desirable to enable a long-term basis for their 
conservation. To date, few transboundary initiatives on the project topic 
exist between the governments concerned. 
 
Project details 
The main goal of this project was to establish an international platform 
for the management of large carnivores with representations from eight 
countries in the Dinaric region: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croa-
tia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Northern Macedonia, Serbia and Slovenia. 
Over the course of two main platform meetings, two thematic meetings 
and an online working group, the national administrations worked to-
gether with other relevant stakeholders from agriculture, science, hunt-
ing and nature conservation on jointly developing guiding principles for 
future cooperation.  
The project team provided a platform secretariat to ensure impartial 
steering of the project activities. At the start of the project, it also pre-
pared the background report Large Carnivores in the Dinarides: Manage-
ment, Monitoring, Threats and Conflicts assessing the current status of 
large carnivores in the region. It gave a basis for further planned meet-
ings and workshops. During the course of the project the participants 
agreed upon a first structure for an international agreement on large car-
nivore management in the Dinaric region. 
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Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Mon-
tenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, 
Slovenia 
Duration: 04/2021 – 07/2022 
Beneficiaries: Ministries, Agencies, 
Administrations of protected areas, 
civil society including NGOs, re-
search institutions, hunters and live-
stock owners 
Implementing organisations: adelphi 
reseach gGmbH, Carnivora Magna   
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Thematic management: 
Federal Agency for Nature 
Conservation (BfN) 
Katharina Steyer 
Tel.: +49-228-8491-1436 
katharina.steyer@bfn.de  
 
Project coordination: 
AAP Project service unit 
Dr. Sonja Otto 
Tel.: +49-340-2103-2210 
sonja.otto@uba.de  
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Advisory Assistance Programme (AAP) 
for environmental protection in the 
countries of Central and Eastern  
Europe, the Caucasus and Central  
Asia and other countries neighbouring 
the European Union – a programme of 
the Federal Ministry for Environment, 
Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety 
and Consumer Protection 
 
AAP Project service unit:  
AAP-info@uba.de   
 www.uba.de/en/project-database-advi-
sory-assistance-programme 
www.uba.de/en/advisory-assistance-
programme 
 
bit.ly-link: https://bit.ly/LargeCarni-
vores  
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